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 Hermaphroditism, Medical Science and Sexual Identity in Spain, 1850–1960. By Richard Cleminson and Francisco Vásquez García. Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2009. Pp. 288. $85.00 (cloth).
 
  Studies on hermaphroditism and the reactions caused by individuals suffering from gonadal dysgenesis have to a large extent focused upon evidence from northern Europe and America. The work of researchers such as Alice Dreger has demonstrated how medical practitioners in Europe from the 1870s onward were encouraged to establish the gender of an individual with ambiguous genitals in accordance with their physical morphology and that it was only with medical advances that medical studies on intersexuality between 1930 and 1970 shifted their focus from the nature of gonads to chromosomal disorders (such as Klinefelter’s syndrome).1 To date practically no research has sought to examine the situation in the Hispanic world during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
 This book, which is divided into six chapters, of which the last includes its conclusions, seeks to study the development in Spain of medical theories relating to sexual identity through the prism of evolving medicolegal discourse regarding individuals with ambiguous genitalia. Chapters 1 and [End Page 336] 2 offer readers a concise account of the historical background underpinning attitudes toward intersex individuals prior to 1850. It also provides necessary methodological information such as a survey of the ongoing feminist debates surrounding the biological nature of “sex” and the nature versus nurture debate.
 In chapters 3 and 4 Cleminson and Vásquez García highlight in great detail the fact that the attitude of the authorities in Spain toward individuals with ambiguous genitalia was to a large extent determined by their belief that “hermaphroditism” presented a threat to the proper ordering of society. These anxieties were largely tied to fears surrounding the allegedly deleterious effects homosexuality had on society and the danger of same-sex marriages that might result from individuals overturning their official gender identity. The authorities sought to manage the “threat” by assigning gender identities on the basis of physical examinations and the medical determination of those genitals that were to be declared “dominant.” The period examined in this book witnessed a major change in this approach. While doctors initially sought to define an individual’s gender by analyzing the physical nature of his or her genitals, this approach was challenged and altered by medical advances in the twentieth century regarding the effects of hormones, chromosomes, psychology, and genetics. Chapter 4 is perhaps the most interesting chapter of the book, as it focuses on the role of the celebrated polymath Gregorio Marañón (1887–1960). Marañón formulated a theory of sexual differentiation that rested on the influences of hormones and conduct rather than gonads. As such, Marañón challenged the prevalent consensus elsewhere in Europe.
 The fifth and final chapter before the conclusions examines the period between 1930 and 1970. The hormonal explanations of Marañón were gradually challenged in the 1930s by the introduction into Spain of news of research undertaken in northern Europe by Ernst Laqueur and Bernhard Zondek. The fall of the Second Republic and advent of the Franco regime in the wake of the Spanish Civil War, however, led to the decimation of the scientific establishment and a revival of gonadal criteria as the main definer of sexual identity in the 1940s. It was only from the 1950s onward that the work of gynecologist José Botella Llusiá started to posit, having examined cases of ambiguous genitalia and gender identity, that intersexuality lay beyond gonadal or hormonal causes. In line with and inspired by the work of American psychologist and sexologist John Money at the Johns Hopkins University, Botella and other Spaniards followed the idea that sexual identity was genetically and socially constructed in their approach to (and treatment of) intersex individuals.
 The fruit of thorough research, this international collaboration by two researchers who both possess a well-established track record of work on the history of sexuality in Spain offers a welcome addition to the existing literature. What will perhaps strike readers...
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