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				Abstract
				Merab, Saul’s older daughter, is first mentioned in the genealogy of the royal family in 1 Sam 14:49. Merab’s name returns only twice after that, in the short episode of her proposed betrothal to David in 1 Sam 18:17–19. Merab’s fleeting appearance here may lead us to wonder about her life and character. At first she is presented as a princess and a potential bride for David; in the end, she is the wife of Adriel the Meholathite. Merab, present yet absent, is not the only character in this scene. Also involved are the two men who in practice govern her destiny: Saul and David. Hovering above the voices of these two men as they haggle over her fate is Merab’s silence, which is not broken even when she is given to Adriel the Meholathite. Merab is just one more item in the list of conditions that Saul sets for David in their dialogue—but meant, in fact, to be a death trap for her intended husband. Nowhere in this proposal of marriage is there any reference to her feelings or emotions. Both Merab and Adriel are enveloped in silence and are ostensibly not involved in the events linked to the house of Saul. The article examines the figure of Merab, daughter of Saul and wife of Adriel the Meholathite. Underlying the discussion are the questions about her place in the story and the very need for her to appear in it.

			      

			    
			  
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1934-3876
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0021-9231
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 85-103
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2015-05-06
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	