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     	 Regal Handel
 
	 Peter Leech
 

 
 
 Donald Burrows , Handel and the English Chapel Royal (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), £85
 
  In the foreword to this excellent study Nicholas Temperley expresses his hope that, by devoting a full-length book to the subject of Handel and the Chapel Royal, Donald Burrows 'will enable twenty-first century readers to attain a truly proportionate view of Handel's many-sided genius.' Until the appearance of this volume, literature devoted to Handel's relationship with the Chapel Royal has largely consisted of compact disc sleeve notes, brief comments in Burrows's Handel biography (Oxford, 1994) and a short chapter by Graydon Beeks in The Cambridge companion to Handel (Cambridge, 1997), itself based on Burrows's efforts. Having undertaken a tremendous amount of hard work and meticulous research, Burrows has brought to press a book which started its life as a doctoral thesis for the Open University (1981). That thesis followed a pattern in which Handel's Chapel Royal compositions were dealt with as a series of individual artefacts accompanied by the historical circumstances that brought them into being. The book repeats and expands this design, with material divided into two parts. The first (comprising chapters 1-15) discusses Handel's relationship with the Chapel Royal in chronological fashion from the reign of Queen Anne through to the grand commemorative works of the 1740s. The second deals with institutions, resources and venues.
 After a brief survey of the Chapel Royal before Handel's arrival late in 1710 Burrows sets the composer's career clearly in the context of political developments of the times with an informative and detailed narrative. Handel was evidently keen to establish quickly himself as a respected composer. It was in the field of church music 'that the English recognized their own indigenous tradition'. If Handel wanted to make an impact upon London's musical life 'the Chapel Royal was the place to do it'. The works of William Croft, the most active composer in the Chapel during the first two decades of the 18th century, provided the best models with which Handel could assimilate the current state of the English anthem. Croft successfully maintained musical interest with well-timed imitative entries and suitable modulations, but he generally preferred small-scale anthems with short movements, and was at his best, it seems, when questions of extended musical development did not arise. Handel, Burrows asserts, would have instinctively seized the opportunity to extend musical motifs that Croft had been content to leave unelaborated.
 Burrows's discussion of Handel's anthems composed during the period 1712-27 is particularly engaging, setting his music in the context of court politics. With the ascendancy of the House of Hanover in 1714 Handel may well have been under the impression that his connections [End Page 143] with that court would automatically guarantee success in England. In fact, for the first few years the opposite was the case, his opportunities being significantly curtailed by considerable dissatisfaction among many in the government with George I and his German courtiers, a dissatisfaction that continued until the early 1720s. As far as the Tory faction was concerned the succession was by no means secure. The Jacobite conspiracy and rebellion of 1715 demonstrated that there were many who considered the new regime to be illegitimate. Matters were not helped by a dispute between the king and the Prince of Wales, leading to the latter ceasing attendance at the Chapel Royal, worshipping instead at St James's Piccadilly from November 1717, only a few months after the disastrous closure of the King's Theatre. Despite these setbacks, Handel secured employment as ducal composer to James Brydges, providing several large-scale anthems based on previous Chapel Royal works. By 1722 Handel was back in favour, with an appointment as a Chapel Royal composer, although there were good reasons why no reference to it appears in Chapel Royal Cheque Books. Explaining the political factors that led to Handel's star rising progressively through the 1720s, while those of his main rivals ,William Croft and Maurice Greene, continued to fall, Burrows presents a convincing case why Handel was commissioned to write the Coronation Anthems of 1727 and not...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					Buy Digital
							Article for $51.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1741-7260
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0306-1078
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 143-146
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2006-04-10
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
				
					
						Archive Status
					

					
						Archived 2008
					

				

				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	