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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Secret Commissions: An Anthology of Victorian Investigative Journalism ed. by Stephen Donovan and Matthew Rubery
 
	 Ann M. Hale (bio)
 

 
 
 Stephen Donovan and Matthew Rubery, eds., Secret Commissions: An Anthology of Victorian Investigative Journalism (Peterborough, Ontario: Broadview, 2012), pp. 311, $34.95 paperback.
 
  In his 1886 Contemporary Review essay “Government by Journalism,” W. T. Stead likens the work of an effective journalist to a drug: “Every day he can administer either a stimulant or a narcotic to the minds of his readers; and if he is up to his work and is sufficiently earnest himself, he can force questions to the front which, but for his timely aid, would have lain dormant for many a year.” The crusading journalist and editor certainly stimulated the minds of readers with his 1885 exposé “The Maiden Tribute of Modern Babylon.” The report of Stead’s “Secret Commission of Inquiry” created a sensation and made him famous (or infamous). Stead’s “Maiden Tribute” was a key example of the nascent genre of investigative journalism, which was an essential part of the development of the popular press in the nineteenth century. To date, however, nineteenth-century investigative journalism has received insufficient scholarly attention. Stephen Donovan and Matthew Rubery’s intriguing collection Secret Commissions: An Anthology of Victorian Journalism helps bridge this lacuna by collecting examples of the genre well before its presumed origin in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
 Donovan and Rubery’s enjoyable, albeit brief, anthology illustrates that the techniques Stead adopted to probe and expose the sexual exploitation of underage girls were far from new in 1885. Stead’s “Maiden Tribute” is one of nineteen selections that Donovan and Rubery have assembled to elucidate the development of investigative journalism between 1849 and 1904. The anthology’s scope is limited to pieces published in England that have “an investigative component conducted by an identifiable individual and narrated in the first person” (18–19). The “Introduction” effectively sets the stage and positions the development of investigative journalism within the context of media history. Organized chronologically, each selection in Secret Commissions is accompanied by a brief introduction, which usually includes background on the periodical of initial publication; a suggested reading list; and numerous, primarily definitional footnotes. Illustrations or photographs accompany five of the selections, creating opportunities to explore the confluence of documentary image and text. The collection is rounded out with a brief list of recommended readings.
 Secret Commissions is primarily a textbook, and, in deference to the needs of the classroom, selections are brief and tend to be excerpts. Sensational subjects—drug use, infanticide, dogfighting, prostitution, and sexual exploitation—should resonate with students, even if the grandiloquent, overly literary writing style of journalists like Stead may be challenging. [End Page 152] Other topics, such as the working poor, the prison system, living and working conditions, and domestic service, may not be as sensational, but they should evoke comparison to contemporary social conditions. A key strength of Secret Commissions is that the content resonates with a range of disciplines, from media studies to literature, from history to gender studies, and from documentary studies to creative-nonfiction. It introduces students to several seminal Victorian works, such as W. T. Stead’s “Maiden Tribute” (1885), James Greenwood’s “A Night in the Workhouse” (1866), and George Sims’s “How the Poor Live” (1883). Pieces by well-known figures, such as Stead, Dickens, Mayhew, Sims, and Greenwood, appear alongside some relatively unknown writers, such as “A. B.” and Herbert Cadett.
 Each item in the anthology is based on the originally published text rather than a subsequent revision or collection. As such, Secret Commissions is firmly rooted in periodical studies, although summary information about each publication tends to be skeletal. An appendix with key facts about the represented periodicals would have been a useful addition. Overall the excerpts selected by Donovan and Rubery are tantalizing and should stimulate interest in further reading. Those without access to electronic databases or rare periodicals, however, may find it challenging to finish reading a series in its original context, which to a certain extent undermines the emphasis on the original source.
 When selecting material, the editors consciously strove to balance gender...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1712-526X
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0709-4698
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 152-154
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-04-18
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	