Trachiniae
		
		

		


    

    

    

		
		

		

		
		
			

			

			

			
			
		
		
		
		
		

				
		
		
		

		
		
		
	
	
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						Transactions of the American Philological Association

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						[image: restricted access] A Hero's Welcome: Homecoming and Transition in the Trachiniae
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Emily Kratzer
						  
												
						
	Transactions of the American Philological Association
	
							Johns Hopkins University Press
							
	
							
								
									Volume 143, Number 1, Spring 2013
								
							
						
	pp. 23-63
	10.1353/apa.2013.0004
	Article
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
				
					
				  		Purchase/rental options available:
							[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


					
				


		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			  
			    
			      
				Abstract
				The nostos ("homecoming") of Heracles in Sophocles' Trachiniae figures as the triumphal return of a victorious athlete. Under ideal circumstances, nostos culminates in the joyous remarriage of husband and wife, but in Trachiniae, reversals that befall Heracles and Deianeira transform the hero's triumphant nostos into a spectacle of death. While the failed nostos motif heralds disaster and effects a decisively bleak atmosphere throughout the play's much-discussed ending, it also nods toward a more positive tradition concerning Heracles' end, since both vase-painting and early poetic accounts portray Heracles' apotheosis-featuring marriage to Hebe and reception into Zeus's household-as a homecoming.
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