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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     	 The Restorative Impulse
 
	 Kay Pranis (bio)
 

 
 
 
  I believe that the restorative justice movement is a manifestation of something much larger than itself: a fundamental shift in how Western culture understands the nature of our species and the nature of the universe.
 Assumptions about human nature and the universe underlie all our social institutions and all of our relationships—with self, with others, with the natural world. These assumptions shape the actions we take each day in the context of institutions such as our families, faith communities, neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, social services, and justice systems.
 My friend Howard Vogel, who teaches at Hamline Law School, talks about the “restorative impulse.” This term may be more helpful than the term “restorative justice.” As my work has evolved, the scope and depth of change required for a shift toward a restorative impulse in all situations seems greater and greater. Restorative justice was never about crime for me. It was always about community and how we live with one another. However, I did not understand at the beginning how much we had to change our worldview to shift how we respond to things that go wrong.
 It has taken years for some of that worldview shift to seep into my understanding—and I am deeply grateful to Native American and First Nations teachers, especially Mark Wedge, Harold Gatensby, and Yako Tahnahga, as well as Pema Chodron from the Buddhist tradition, for opening my heart and mind to other ways of relating to the universe. And I am very grateful to modern physics and biology for helping me understand how we can integrate those spiritual understandings with modern society.
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 I want to note here that the spiritual teachings I am talking about are not dogma. I don’t believe in any particular spiritual tradition. The concept of a Higher Being does not work for me, but I find a set of core values infusing most spiritual traditions that are the same as the values I see underlying the restorative impulse. These are the values that describe how to be in good relationship with one another. So spirituality is one [End Page 33] of the ways people can relate to the restorative impulse and find motivation to act on that impulse. And there is a lot of life wisdom in many spiritual teachings.
 An important shift in worldview that could move us toward daily use of the restorative impulse is the shift from seeing the parts of the universe as distinctly separate to the understanding that we are profoundly connected to every one and every thing in the universe. That means that what happens to any part of the universe will affect me—including anything I do to another part of the universe. It also means we cannot drop out, kick out, or get rid of anything. We must deal with one another and with our environment. From this worldview “getting rid of” is never a solution because we are never really rid of anything—we are always still connected. When we think we are not connected, we are often not paying attention to how the connection is impacting us.
 The analogy of garbage and the environmental movement helps me understand this idea. Not that many decades ago, we “threw things away”—like tossing a bottle out the car window—and genuinely thought we had gotten rid of it and it was no longer a problem. It turned out that the places to which we were “throwing things away” were poisoning our groundwater and our soil. As one person said to me, “What we have learned is there is no ‘away.’”
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  The sign on the cage in this painting, Deep Sense of Need by incarcerated artist Bryan Picken reads, “For Disposal.” This acrylic painting and the art on pages 33, 35, and 38 all come out of the Michigan-based Prison Creative Arts Project.
 
 
 
 Our social structures still operate as if there is an “away.” Our solution to many problems in relationships is to “get rid of.” We try to get rid of the difficult employee...
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