
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						Technology and Culture

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						[image: restricted access] Mr. Taconite: Edward W. Davis and the Promotion of Low-Grade Iron Ore, 1913-1955
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Jeffrey T. Manuel
						  
												
						
	Technology and Culture
	
							Johns Hopkins University Press
							
	
							
								
									Volume 54, Number 2, April 2013
								
							
						
	pp. 317-345
	10.1353/tech.2013.0064
	Article
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
				
					
				  		Purchase/rental options available:
							[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


					
				


		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			  
			    
			      
				Abstract
				This article describes mining engineer Edward Wilson Davis's decades-long quest to develop an industrial system for mining and milling low-grade magnetic iron ore, also known as taconite, in the mid-twentieth century. Working at the University of Minnesota Mines Experiment Station and with industrialist Daniel Jackling, Davis developed successful taconite milling techniques and launched a commercial venture that revealed significant continuities between copper mining and low-grade iron ore mining. Davis also promoted taconite as a savior for the mining economy of Minnesota's Mesabi Iron Range. Davis rhetorically highlighted coming depletion of the Mesabi Iron Range's high-grade or hematite iron ores and he also worked to change state mineral tax laws so they were favorable to taconite. Reserve Mining Company named its large taconite mill the E. W. Davis Works in honor of his technical contributions.
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