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     	 Footnotes and Bloodsport:Francis Jennings on the Early American Frontier
 
	 Timothy J. Shannon (bio)
 

 
 
 Francis Jennings . The Creation of America: Through Revolution to Empire. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000. xiii + 369 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, and index. $60.00.
 Francis Jennings . Benjamin Franklin, Politician: The Mask and the Man. New York: W. W. Norton, 1996. 240 pp. Bibliography and index. $35.00.
 Francis Jennings . The Founders of America: How Indians Discovered the Land, Pioneered in It, and Created Great Classical Civilizations; How They Were Plunged into a Dark Age by Invasion and Conquest; and How They Are Reviving. New York: W. W. Norton, 1993 (cloth). 457 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, and index; 1994 reprint, $18.95 (paper).
 Francis Jennings . Empire of Fortune: Crowns, Colonies, and Tribes in the Seven Years War in America. New York: W. W. Norton, 1988. xxiv + 520 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, and index. $55.00 (cloth); $28.95 (paper).
 Francis Jennings and William N. Fenton, eds. The History and Culture of Iroquois Diplomacy: An Interdisciplinary Guide to the Treaties of the Six Nations and Their League. Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1985 (cloth). xviii + 520 pp. Maps, bibliography, and index; $19.95 (paper).
 Francis Jennings . The Ambiguous Iroquois Empire: The Covenant Chain Confederation of Indian Tribes with English Colonies from Its Beginnings to the Lancaster Treaty of 1744. New York: W. W. Norton, 1984. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, and index. $17.95 (paper).
 Francis Jennings . The Invasion of America: Indians, Colonialism, and the Cant of Conquest. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1975. xiii + 369 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, and index. $60.00.
 
   My all-time favorite footnote comes not far into Francis Jennings' Empire of Fortune: Crowns, Colonies, and Tribes in the Seven Years War in America (1988). In it, Jennings scolds Allan W. Eckert for unquestioningly repeating previous claims that Sir William Johnson slept with a thousand Iroquois women. Jennings notes that a simple cross-check with an Iroquois population estimate by Johnson's contemporary Conrad Weiser proves the idiocy of this statement: "Eckert's sustained orgy would have made Johnson the father of his country in real truth." But Jennings does not stop there. He dismisses the rest of Eckert's work "as the same sort of slop," and delivers the coup de grâce in the bibliographic documentation: "Eckert, Wilderness Empire: A Narrative [should be called A Fiction], (Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1969)."1 Many a historian has been roughed up in the back alley of a footnote, but how many of us have been clocked over the head in mid-citation?
 That footnote sums up Jennings' distinctive literary style and lifelong mission as a historian. It is pugnacious and impatient to the point of being spiteful. Jennings found Eckert guilty of two scholarly crimes. The lesser one was his willingness to repeat a falsehood when a cursory examination of the evidence proved otherwise. Eckert's greater sin was deception; he packaged his story as fact ("A Narrative") when it was so obviously "A Fiction." Garden-variety scholarly sloppiness made Jennings irate, but deception—the telling and repeating of lies—caused the venom to rise in his pen and spill out on to the page.
 It has been almost a decade since Jennings died on November 17, 2000. Tributes and reflections on his scholarship appeared in the wake of his death, including a retrospective essay in this journal.2 The passage of time provides the opportunity to look at his work anew and assess what kind of legacy it has left for early American and Native American history. A book is a historian's bid for immortality. We like to think that long after we are gone, our works will remain on library shelves, where they will continue to enlighten readers, serve as professional models to graduate students, or at least torment undergraduates facing research-paper deadlines. But when a historian such as Jennings takes on the task of debunking those who came before, then what comes after his exit is especially important. Did the dragons he set out to slay stay dead?
 Jennings authored six books, edited a seventh, and published over a dozen journal articles. Three distinct stages of development are evident...
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