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 Thomas Bender. A Nation Among Nations: America’s Place in World History. New York: Hill and Wang, 2006. xii + 368 pp. Notes and index. $26.00 (cloth); $15.00 (paper).
 
  In 1894, at the end of his term as president of the American Historical Association, Henry Adams reflected on an explosion of efforts in his lifetime "to create a science of history." Despite a lack of discernible progress, "almost every successful historian has been busy with it, adding here a new analysis, a new generalization there; a clear and definite connection where before the rupture of idea was absolute; and, above all, extending the field of study until it shall include all races, all countries, and all times." Adams, while committed to the idea, was uncertain of its outcome and its implications. More than a century later, as we persist in our enlightened project of organizing human behavior in a variety of contexts into coherent overall narratives, I find myself sharing Adams's skepticism about our ability to do so with "a full understanding of its serious dangers and responsibilities."2
 A Nation Among Nations: America's Place in World History is a milestone in Thomas Bender's campaign to get Americans to think about their history from a global perspective. For years, Bender has encouraged "a more cosmopolitan sense of being an American, to have us recognize the historical interconnections and interdependencies that have made America's history global even as it is national, provincial even as it shares in the general history of humans on this planet" (p. ix). The fact that Bender wrote his book for general readers means that much of its content will be familiar to academic historians. But its form should be of interest to anyone interested in seeing U.S. history "incorporated into [a] global context (p. 6)."3
 Bender offers his book as a direct challenge to what he sees as a popular narrative of national history that emphasizes an exceptional expansion of freedom and material comfort in a land of opportunity. Originating in escapes from European tyranny, it moves through the achievement of independence in the American Revolution, the triumph of political democracy in the Age of Jackson, the abolition of slavery in the Civil War, the pragmatic adjustments to industrialization and urbanization in the Progressive Era, the travails of the [End Page 573] Great Depression, to the emergence from World War II as a global power in defense of liberty at home and abroad. In its more sophisticated incarnations, especially the eloquent speeches of Abraham Lincoln and Martin Luther King, Jr., events that contradict this national story—the enslavement of Africans, for example—create tensions that ultimately underscore the hard-won triumph of freedom.
 The extent to which Americans actually subscribe to this national narrative is debatable. Fifteen hundred U.S. citizens surveyed a decade ago "rarely mentioned the triumphal national narrative favored by those who write textbooks or advocate history as a means of teaching patriotism and civics."4 No doubt, the events of September 11, 2001, changed that attitude, at least temporarily. Still, one of Roy Rosenzweig and David Thelen's most interesting conclusions in The Presence of the Past was that those Americans who felt excluded from the national narrative were the Americans most likely to appeal to it. It is no small irony that the popular story of the progress of democracy has empowered people to demand that the United States deliver on the promises of its history. Academic historians have tended to a similar position in recent decades. Like Bender, many of us regularly invoke it in order to advance alternative interpretations of American history.
 Bender's considerable contribution to this literature is to link the history of the United States with events in the rest of the world. In A Nation Among Nations Bender takes "five major themes in American history and reinterprets them as parts of global history." Admirably, he did not want to "nibble at the edges of the default narrative." Instead, he has written a series of insightful extended essays on some of the most visible moments in that narrative—"the...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1080-6628
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0048-7511
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 573-580
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2006-12-12
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	