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  [Access article in PDF]   Flickering, and: Indigo Bunting's Blue 
  Mary Moore 
    Flickering 
 The flicker I'd seen, its cap thumb-printed
 Carmine-Miranda red, showed an instant
 its chest, ordered grid of spots on white,
 chest bar unstinted ink of black. It tricked
 me: long-beaked, thick-necked, body not quite
 wood pecker-like, its sides singed mauve
 and mourning brown, I thought its traits broke
 the species box, anomaly, a dove
 impossible to be. Besides, flicker
 implied tom-thumb sized doings that licked around
 peripheries, like butterfly's liquored
 vagaries, echoed. No such thing: this bird's
 stolid: chest-spots medals in rows, back bronzed,
 sheen cupric, he's adorned from inside,
 a straight-shooter, influence-proofed. Orders
 of priesthood and rhetorics of birds can't sound
 his effulgence and pith. Unanchored,
 he flickers in tree crown-edges and abandons
 them. Behind him he leaves speed, vacancy
 like a sleeve, and the verb he's made into bird. [End Page 118] 
   Indigo Bunting's Blue 
 Surreal blue, teal so deep it burns in
 Medieval manuscripts' ingenious
 letters – sinuous hounds, serpentine birds.
 Or it fuels the yellow orange petals,
 strung ovals of flame, that wreathe and kiss
 the stove's brass rings as I cook, royal
 blue threads like roots at the base. Chartres'
 copper roof plates' oxidized turquoises
 don't match it, nor the platelets of sky mirrored
 in the indentations where rainwater's
 settled on flat-topped stones in the sea-wall,
 not even the crushed lapis that rings the queen's
 black eyes in the triptych Pharoah honored
 her in. What source yields it, what space or fjord? 
 
   Mary Moore is the author of The Book of Snow (Cleveland State UP). Her poems have appeared in Poetry, New Letters, Nimrod, and elsewhere. 
 
 
 
       ... 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1542-426X
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0032-6682
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 118-119
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2006-05-31
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	