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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality, Development by Mary Beth Mader
 
	 C. J. Davies
 

 
 
 Mary Beth Mader Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality, DevelopmentAlbany: State University of New York Press, 2011, 148pp. ISBN 9781438434315
 
  Mary Beth Mader’s Sleights of Reason is an original and important perspective on the significance of Deleuze’s work for feminist theory, utilizing aspects of his thought hitherto unexploited for those purposes. The book contains a lucid interpretation of Deleuze, a generally well-argued and accurate analysis of the three titular concepts, and a fascinating—though not fully elaborated—set of positive suggestions about how to rethink sexuality.
 The central project of Sleights of Reason is to apply Deleuze’s ontology of concepts to the specific case of “sex” so as to clarify how the operations of notions of maleness and femaleness oppress woman. In doing so, the book works at the intersection of two strands of discussion in continental feminism: investigations into the notion of “sex” and sexual difference, and inquiries about the value of Deleuze’s work for feminist projects. To that end, the book consists of what one can think of as (1) a hermeneutical portion, which constructs an interpretation of Deleuze’s theory of the concept (Chapter 1), (2) an analytical and applicative middle portion, which maps the operation of three of the concepts “that make up part of the conceptual support for the concept ‘sex’” (vii) in light of that interpretation (Chapters 2, 3, and 4), and (3) a constructive final portion, which sketches Mader’s own account of sexuality (Chapter 5). [End Page 224]
 Given Deleuze’s importance to the project, the longest section of the first chapter is devoted to interpreting Deleuze. This section provides a clear, able, and rigorous elucidation of a difficult and important part of Deleuze’s thinking. According to Mader, Deleuze’s account of “the characteristic features of the concept” (9) mean that a concept and the components that constitute it can refer only to those very components themselves, and not to anything outside of the concept. A concept may certainly seem to be about the world, but this is a pernicious artifact of its devolution into the appearance of external referentiality. Such an account of the concept explains how concepts can trick one into taking them for granted in untoward ways—their self-referentiality appears to be an external referentiality and their transparency and connection to the real becomes taken for granted.
 As Mader writes, “It is one thing to attempt to identify conceptual sleights and to trace the moves that compose them. But it is quite another thing to try to offer a philosophy of what permits such sleights or, rather, to seek to describe in ontological terms what we mean when we say that sleights, ruses, or equivocations take place. How do they take place? How can we conceive of the conceptual sleights we will seek to identify? . . . The proposal sketched here is that the philosophy of the concept, or the concept of the concept, that we find in the work of Gilles Deleuze can help to answer these questions” (6). In other words, Deleuze provides a theory of what a concept is and how it works—and fails to work—that offers a resource for studying the functioning of specific concepts. Deleuze is valuable because he describes how “sleights” are possible at the level of what a concept is in its very existence, rather than at the level of how it is taken up in practices, described by particular authors, or constituted by social forces.
 The notion of the “sleight” is central to the project. Though this idea is described in various ways throughout the book, the image to which Mader most often returns is that of the “Jacquemart,” a type of clock that appears to chime due to the action of a human figure on its top, while it is really another part of the clock’s mechanism producing the sound (4–6). A conceptual Jacquemart or sleight of reason, analogously, is a situation in which a concept obscures the functioning of its own components. Importantly, “It is the self-reference of the concept that permits the conceptual...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					2155-0905
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					2155-0891
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 224-228
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-02-19
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	