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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Book Reviews 115 Waiting/or Godot), counterpointing the drama of"seeming inaction" with the drama of "manic activity" (lonesco' s The Chairs), both of which portray man poised in a state of pendency. neither immobile nor secure. Throughout his discussion, Vas's examples range widely within the better-known European and American plays, but they are noticeably dominated by post-World-War-II choices. While the phenomenon of which Vas speaks is clearly more pronounced in recent decades . since his reference is the modern age as opposed to earlier. more orderly ones, his almost total neglect of the fathers of modem drama - Ibsen, Chekhov, Strindberg. and Shaw - seems unjustified. Their near absence in this book intimates a possibility which could severely damage Vas's thesis, that is, that events more recent than the demise of the Chain might be responsible for man's altered self-view. Even without these late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century examples, however, Vos's catalogue convinces through sheer accumulation,leaving the reader with the feeling that such images are indeed endemic in modern drama. The real strength ofVos's work, though. rests in its vision. His theoretical framework may not be entirely successful, his examples may not be so representatively chosen as they might have been, and the book has neither index nor bibliography. But Vas's implicitly Christian vision of modem drama as a reflection of a temperament unique to modern man is solidly and consistently conceived, presenting an approach to recent theater capable of encompassing the major images of several decades of play-writing. Though offering few new insights, The Great Pendulum o/Becoming collects, collates, and synthesizes recurring images of modem drama into a simply stated but significant philosophical statement; as such it will be ofcertain value to students of modem drama. JUNE SCHLUETER, LAFAYElTE COLLEGE MAUR.ICE VALENCY. The End o/the World: An Introduction to Contemproary Drama. New York, Oxford: Oxford University Press 1980. Pp. ix, 46
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