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	 Madeleine Parent (bio)
 

 
 
 
   I stand here today under great stress because I dare, as you do – all of you, to fight for peace and for a decent life for all men, women, and children.
 Paul Robeson, 18 May 1952
 
 I’ve been mandated to bring fraternal greetings to you from the Falconbridge Miners and Smelter Workers of Sudbury, Ontario. They are the survivors of the Mine-Mill Union tradition on the continent. In 1993 they voted to join the Canadian Auto Workers and are now called the “Sudbury [End Page 199] Mine-Mill and Smelter Worker’s Union Local 598 caw.” I am proud to be a lifetime member of their Retirees’ Chapter.
 I had the privilege of hearing Paul Robeson in Montréal during wartime when he sang there and of meeting him at two private receptions. Half a century ago today, when Paul Robeson sang here, he did so in solidarity with the Mine-Mill and Smelter Workers’ Union, which the mining bosses had decided to destroy.
 In 1952 the Cold War was at its height in the USA and spilled over into Canada, distracting many people from their dream of peace and of building a freer and more humane social order. Sir Winston Churchill had gone to Fulton, Missouri USA where, in a dramatic speech, he accused a wartime ally, the Soviet Union, of drawing “An Iron Curtain” across the middle of Europe and threatening our own freedoms across the Atlantic. Churchill’s speech shocked thousands of people and launched the Cold War that was to serve as a justification for re-armament in place of social policies and progressive programs.
 In the US, Senator Joseph McCarthy launched a witch-hunt by the Committee on Un-American Activities against those who worked to build a more humane society. McCarthy ordered individuals to appear and turned the spotlight on each of them. Unless persons responded as strong anti-communists and gave damaging information on friends, relatives and acquaintances, they were under suspicion and in jeopardy. The fbi obliged by tracking down men such as the great scientist Albert Einstein, [who] had joined Paul Robeson in efforts to stop the lynching of Black men.
 Paul was devoted to the struggle for justice of his own people and he extended his solidarity to all others who suffered injustice. He would join their struggle wherever he could. Robeson had developed an articulate English diction and played masterfully the title role in the Shakespearean tragedy, Othello. And as we have all heard, he also acquired a magnificent bass singing voice, which he used to get his message across.
 If he were alive today, Paul Robeson would commit his persuasive speaking and singing in the cause of peace and oppose George W. Bush’s call for continuing wars against those he says are “terrorists.” He would denounce Bush’s growing list of enemies in his war against the so-called “Axis of Evil.” From Afghanistan, Bush threatens again oil-rich Iraq and Libya, also Iran, North Korea, Syria and Somalia and it can be expected that he will add more to the list.
 Today, Robeson would plead for peace for the Palestinian people and denounce Ariel Sharon’s aggression with weapons supplied by the USA. He would appeal for help from industrial countries to poor nations in Africa, Asia and Latin America, further impoverished by policies of the globalization of commerce, by the World Bank, and other financial institutions.
 I congratulate you in BC for standing up against the Campbell government’s attacks on the Labour Code that would put working people still more at the [End Page 200] mercy of ruthless employers. Congratulations also in your protests against the privatization of hospitals, protests against allowing bosses greater freedom to contract out work, and protests against changes that threaten pay equity and job security. I hope you can build greater unity between public-sector and private-sector workers, knowing as we do, that when a government takes away previous gains from one sector it is only a matter of time before it...
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