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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Poverty, Regulation & Social Justice: Readings on the Criminalization of Poverty
 
	 Margaret Hillyard Little
 

 
 
 Diane Crocker and Val Marie Johnson, eds., Poverty, Regulation & Social Justice: Readings on the Criminalization of Poverty (Winnipeg and Black Point: Fernwood Publishing 2010)
 
  With the demise of the National Council of Welfare and the long form census it is even more critical that we have books that document the lives of the marginalized. This is precisely what Poverty, Regulation & Social Justice: Readings on the Criminalization of Poverty attempts to do. And for the most the authors admirably succeed. In four important ways this edited collection moves forward debates about poverty. [End Page 286]
 First, this collection is vital because it links povert y with criminalization in a way that much of the literature on welfare, retraining, and inequality does not. This is particularly important in the shadow of the Harper Government’s crime agenda when increasing numbers of our citizens are deemed criminal and severely punished. We see how neo-liberal policies support market capitalism and ensure that those who remain outside the labour market (as squatters, beggars and welfare recipients) are excessively punished. Through case studies of the homeless in Vancouver, the squatters in Ottawa, and the squeegee kids in Toronto we see a growing pattern of how local police forces harass, charge and imprison those who are not in the work-force. Through case studies of welfare fraud in Alberta and single-mom welfare recipients in Nova Scotia we also see how state administrators investigate and punish, often in similar ways to the police. We also see how the public discourse is shaped to ensure that those who are marginalized from the workforce are blamed for this marginalization, thus justifying any heightened state coercion.
 Second, this collection appreciates how racism accounts for who amongst the poor are criminalized. In particular, Grace-Edward Galabuzi’s chapter “The Intersecting Experience of Racialized Poverty and the Criminalization of the Poor” is a must-read for all scholars of social work, sociology, politics and gender studies. Too often we have ignored the profound ways race and poverty merge, and specific racialized groups, i.e. African Canadian and First Nations citizens, have been discriminated against in the labour market, on welfare, and on our streets. Galabuzi attempts to rectify this glaring omission.
 A third strength of this collection is that it includes the voices of the marginalized. We hear from Wayne MacNaughton who recounts his experiences of homelessness in Halifax and how the bus station has established new rules that prevent the homeless from using the station’s lockers. And we also hear from Greg X, a homeless youth, who provides an important class analysis of how the wealthy can drink alcohol in public but the poor cannot. These are important contributions that enhance our understanding of how poverty and criminalization are experienced in the everyday.
 Lastly, the collection addresses some complexities that occur when gender, race and class privileges and oppressions interweave. Galabuzi addresses how race and masculinity come together so that low-income African Canadian men experience gender privilege at the same time as race and class oppression. Amanda Glasbeek appreciates how women’s anxieties about public safety can justify further demonization and criminalization of poor people eking out a living in the streets. These are important contributions that dispel the myth that all are equally criminalized in their poverty and encourage social justice leaders to think carefully about how to frame campaigns that may promote safety for some people at the expense of others.
 Of course with any book on poverty I want even more. I would like to see the important critical race analysis developed in Galabuzi’s chapter to be central to many of the other authors in this collection. Except for Galabuzi there is no mention of the legacy and current practices of colonialism that deeply affect the degree that First Nations peoples experience poverty. Surely we need to do better than make a passing reference to those who are most impoverished. And I’m still waiting for a book, and a social justice movement, that entwines issues of sexuality with poverty. When will we address [End Page 287] the...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1911-4842
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0700-3862
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 286-288
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-12-26
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	