
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						Journal of Women's History

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						[image: restricted access] The Lateral Spread of Indian Feminist Historiography
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Janaki Nair
						  
												
						
	Journal of Women's History
	
							Johns Hopkins University Press
							
	
							
								
									Volume 20, Number 4, Winter 2008
								
							
						
	pp. 177-184
	10.1353/jowh.0.0045
	Review
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
				
					
				  		Purchase/rental options available:
							[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


					
				


		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
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 Suruchi Thapar-Bjorkert. Women in the Indian National Movement: Unseen Faces, Unheard Voices, 1930–1942 (Delhi: Sage Publications, 2006), 304 pp. ISBN 81-7829-546-6 (pb).
 Badri Narayan. Women Heroes and Dalit Assertion in North India: Culture, Identity and Politics (Cultural Subordination and the Dalit Challenge, Volume 5) (New Delhi: Sage Publications, 2006), 186 pp. ISBN 10: 0- 7619-3537-1 (pb)
 Sharmila Rege. Writing Caste/Writing Gender: Narrating Dalit Women’s Testimonios (Delhi: Zubaan, 2006), xiv + 388 pp. ISBN 81-89613-01-7 (pb).
 Mrinalini Sinha. Specters of Mother India: The Global Restructuring of an Empire (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2006), xiii + 366 pp. ISBN 0-8223-3795-9 (pb).
 
  There is no doubt that history is among the disciplines that have been richly fertilized by the political insights and intellectual inquiries of Indian feminism. Over the last three decades, Indian historians have not only uncovered new archives, but have plundered with impunity the methods of other disciplines to arrive at a fuller, richer account of the past. A further and unusual sign of this success is the impressive lateral spread of the historical method among a wide range of fields. Indeed, some of the pioneering contributions to Indian feminist historiography have come from literary scholars, political scientists, and social anthropologists. Two of the books discussed in this review essay, for instance, are by sociologists who wish to trace the presence of the past in the building of community identity and history.
 The extraordinary hospitability of mainstream and specialized presses, journals, and departments to writings on women has led to a luxuriant growth of works ranging from those that wish to permanently remove women from the large list of people without history to those using more ambitious theoretical frames. For instance, even after two decades of sophisticated feminist scholarship, opportunities are found for retrieving yet another group of women from the “enormous condescension of history.” Thus Suruchi Thapar-Bjorkert’s book on women in the national movement, [End Page 177] a well-trawled field in Indian historiography, frankly admits the modesty of her enterprise: “The intention is not to construct a new story of the nationalist movement but to address issues which would enrich the excellent existing work on different faces of the movement” (26). Her explorations are confined to “the Hindi speaking heartland . . . a relatively unexplored area in relation to women’s participation in the nationalist movement in the 1930s and 1940s” (21). Hers is thus a work of contributory history, illustrating for another region of India the now well-acknowledged role of Gandhian nationalism, from the 1920s, in bringing large numbers of women into the realm of nationalist politics, reforming, though without radically recasting, the patriarchal order of the family. Thapar-Bjorkert’s focus is, moreover, on middle-class women. Her work fleshes out, through the experiences of these women in the public and the private spheres, the familiar argument about the twin processes by which women emerged into a safely domesticated public sphere, and the simultaneous politicization of the domestic sphere. Thapar-Bjorkert thus builds on the richly documented and closely argued thesis of nationalism’s success in harnessing maternal and familial ideologies to its cause. About this kind of historiographical enterprise, Christine Fauré once remarked: “A certain kind of women’s history is typified by a historian’s searching, card index or notebook in hand, for texts or daily practices that come from the depths of social experience which most of the time reflects only mutilations . . . the mine will undoubtedly be a rich one, but in thus following the straight path of ghettoized female space, what remains of that freedom so long and so loudly demanded? Only the illusion of conquest where there is, in fact, mere docility.”1 The additive mode of writing history, of which Thapar-Bjorkert’s work is an example, certainly adds new information to our existing knowledge of women’s participation in political movements, and this is no slight contribution. Yet if the singular achievement of feminist historiography has been its reconceptualization of Indian nationalism, the merely additive history falls short of a strictly feminist reading.
 How real...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1527-2036
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					1042-7961
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 177-184
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2009-01-08
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	