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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  BOOK REVIEWS '39 I cannot help but find Bloor's attempt to give language games an inner structure suspect in a Wittgenste~nian context. He reveals his aim by developing a typology of language games, Here he follows the anthropologist Mary Douglas in drawing a diagram of social structures, the point of which is to specify under what conditions a certain response to anomaly can be sustained. Wittgenstein set up language games as objects of comparison for clarifying the uses of language, and the suggestion that language games be structured according to a pattern of socially sustained boundaries which allows only a small number of possible responses to anomaly severely limits the scope of Wittgenstein's use of the concept. The aim of this reductionistic approach is clearly revealed when Bloor argues that Wittgenstein is a conservative thinker whose notion of "form of life," i.e., a pattern of natural and cultural activities that is shared by a linguistic community, is to be found in the area of the diagram where the boundaries separating groups according to ranks, station, and duties are high. This represents a traditional and authoritarian society where nature is made to carry a moral message and where convention and restraint make meaning possible, as opposed to a society informed (as one informed by Habermas's ideals would be) by the Enlightenment ideals of egalitarianism and individualism, which Bloor fears will lead to anarchy rather than to rational consensus . Wittgenstein may indeed have subscribed to an authoritarian ordering of society, but in suggesting that this forms the basis for an inner structure of language games, Bloor disregards Wittgenstein's point that, when the end of justifications are reached, all we can do is simply describe the familiar facts of what we do and what we say. Bloor's characterization of a conservative--"conservatives give Being priority over Thought" (16~)~further indicates his wish to go beyond Wittgenstein's point and ground language games in a theoretical framework that provides a law-like explanation for their formation. In sum, Bloor's study succeeds as a reading that links Wittgenstein imaginatively to the sociology of knowledge, but his attempt to build a social theory of knowledge by giving empirical substance to language games affords a somewhat biased interpretation of Wittgenstein's writings. BRITT-MARIE SCHILLER Washington University Thomas R. Flynn. Sartre and Marxist Existentialism: The Test Coaeof CollectiveResponsibility . Chicago & London: The University of Chicago Press, 1984. Pp. xiv + ~65. $~5.oo. Robert D. Cumming, the ablest of the American interpreters of existentialism, has judged this study to be "the fullest and best interpretation of Sartre's political philosophy ." I concur. The question whether Jean-Paul Sartre's later writings were "existentialist" or "Marxist" is a pons asinorura for interpreters. In the proliferating literature devoted to this question, one can find one's favorite thesis "demonstrated," whether it be that i4o JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY ~4:1 JANUARY 1986 Sartre uncritically falls prey to the Marxist dialectic or that he conforms Marxism to existentialism by reducing Marx to a caricature. Neither of these interpretations recognizes a genuine philosophical development in the course of Sartre's writings; the former finds Sartre sacrificing his early neo-Cartesianism outright, while the latter interpretation finds the early position simply reasserted in a different terminology. Flynn resists both the "existentialist" and the "Marxist" stereotypes, offering us a patient and subtle tracing of Sartre's real philosophical development. As in most careful studies of philosophers' careers, the result is a finding of both persistence and change--a reflective evolution. The book is a model of sympathetic exposition, which Flynn rightly holds to be a precondition for critical evaluation. There is none of the patronizing saving-Sartre-from-his-na'fve-blunders of some analytic studies of Sartre, nor is there the uncritical adulation occasionally served up by partisans of continental philosophy. This is not to say that Flynn has simply written a faithful recapitulation of Sartrean arguments. His exposition is guided by the particular aim of finding out whether a theory of collective responsibilitycan be elicited from the later Sartre. If one can induce from Sartre's post-war thinking a stand on collective... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1538-4586
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0022-5053
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 139-141
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2008-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	