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  Book Review 
 
  Affirmative action's testament of hope: Strategies for a new era in higher education 
 
 
  Mildred Garcia (Ed.). (1997). Affirmative action's testament of hope: Strategies for a new era in higher education. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press. 277 pp. ISBN 0-7914-3414-1 (paperback). $21.95.   In July of 1995, the University of California Board of Regents issued a resolution that prohibited the university from using race, religion, sex, ethnicity, or national origin as criteria for admission to any of the university's institutions (Altbach, Lomotey, & Kyle, 1999). This resolution was a dramatic and historical event in the 30-year history of affirmative action policy in the United States. In this instance, the Board of Regents was responding to an executive order by then-Governor Pete Wilson to stop preferential treatment of certain minority groups and promote individual opportunity based on merit.
 Some critics of affirmative action policy, like Wilson, believe it has always legalized discrimination against unprotected groups, such as White males. Other critics assert that affirmative action has served its purpose to "level the playing field" for women and minorities and therefore is no longer necessary. In either case, it is apparent that affirmative action policy is currently under attack as reactive legislative steps are being taken around the country to eliminate affirmative action from the higher education enterprise.
 The chapters of Mildred Garcia's new book, Affirmative Action's Testament of Hope: Strategies for a New Era in Higher Education, provide a thorough background for scholars, administrators, students, and all others interested in the current debate over affirmative action in higher education. As is often the case with edited volumes, each chapter stands alone to provide depth and understanding to this important issue. The book need not be read in any particular order, but if one should choose to take it in sequentially, Garcia leads off by providing the backdrop for the book in its first chapter. The volume is historically saturated and risks disappointing [End Page 156] some readers by not illustrating several of the strong affirmative action programs currently in place at American post-secondary institutions. The case study focus of the book will please readers who are interested in detailed narrative, as well as those who enjoy legal analyses, which are ubiquitous.
 With a brief description of the events surrounding the birth of affirmative action in the mid-1960s, Garcia sets the stage in chapter 1 for the contributions that follow. Specifically, she points to the direct link affirmative action has with the passage of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act and the subsequent executive orders from President Lyndon Johnson. She contends that postsecondary institutions must begin to recreate affirmative action for the twenty-first century by building on successes and learning from legal setbacks.
 In chapter 2, John Howard provides a comprehensive historical account of the Black struggle for equal rights. Howard's contribution adds context to the ongoing affirmative action debate by describing the legal scaffolding erected by court decisions since the end of the Civil War. The author divides the body of the chapter into three highly detailed sections. First, he focuses on the legal genesis of segregation in the United States from the Civil Rights Cases of 1883 up to Brown v. Board of Education in 1954. Next, Howard describes the public effort to end segregation in the period between the Brown decision and the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Finally, Howard discusses several legal challenges to affirmative action policy, including three cases involving higher education: DeFunis v. Odegaard (1974), Bakke v. Board of Regents (1978), and Podberesky v. Kirwin (1995).
 In chapter 3, a statistically heavy review of the current literature, Robert Ethridge argues that affirmative action has not outlived its usefulness. He asserts that continued support and proper enforcement of affirmative action legislation are necessary to proceed on the path toward racial and gender equity. Further, Ethridge provides evidence that rejects the commonly...
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve
	Buy Digital
							Article for $19.00 (USD)
	Buy Complete Digital Issue for $21.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1527-2060
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0021-3667
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 156-163
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2000-04-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	