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 The Paradox of Anti-Semitism, Dan Cohn-Sherbok (London: Continuum, 2006), vii + 242 pp., cloth $32.95, pbk. $19.95.
 The Resurgence of Anti-Semitism: Jews, Israel, and Liberal Opinion, Bernard Harrison (Plymouth: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006), v + 219 pp., cloth $69.00, pbk. $25.95.
 Anti-Semitism and Anti-Zionism in Historical Perspective: Convergence and Divergence, ed. Jeffrey Herf (London and New York: Routledge, 2007), xix + 275 pp., cloth $150.00.
 Jihad and Jew-Hatred: Islamism, Nazism and the Roots of 9/11, Matthias Küntzel (New York: Telos Press, 2007), vii + 180 pp., cloth $29.95.
 The Changing Face of Anti-Semitism: From Ancient Times to the Present Day, Walter Laqueur (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006), v + 228 pp., cloth $15.95.
 Antisemitism and Modernity: Innovation and Continuity, Hyam Maccoby (London and New York: Routledge, 2006), ix + 191 pp., cloth $180.00.
 Holy Hatred: Christianity, Antisemitism, and the Holocaust, Robert Michael (Hampshire, England and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006), ix + 254 pp., cloth $79.95, pbk $26.95.
 From Assimilation to Antisemitism: The “Jewish Question” in Poland, 1850–1914, Theodore R. Weeks (DeKalb: Northern Illinois University Press, 2006), vi + 242 pp., cloth $40.00.
 
  Eight books on antisemitism are before us: two overviews of the topic (Cohn-Sherbok and Laqueur); Robert Michael’s dense and hard-hitting outline of the rise of Christian antisemitism; Hyam Maccoby’s examination of antisemitism and modernity, which focuses primarily on the contributions of intellectuals; Theodore Weeks’s masterful summation of the evolution of antisemitism in Poland during the nineteenth century; and three works that deal with the contemporary resurgence of antisemitism.
 The key questions of Hyam Maccoby’s book are also ours: “How is it that this [Christian] medieval prejudice proved so lasting and potent? By what means did it [End Page 461] bridge the gap between medievalism and Enlightenment? How was it that many of the most respected Enlightenment figures (such as Voltaire), dedicated as they were to tolerance and pluralism, retained a virulent antisemitism? Are the roots of antisemitism religious? If so, how do these roots differ in Christianity and Islam? Why is it that while Christian medieval antisemitism was so much more vicious than the Islamic variety, the modern world has seen a reversal of roles, and even the actual modes of propaganda employed (blood-libel, Protocols of [the] Elders of Zion, etc.) have been transferred from Christendom to the Islamic world without change?” (p. xi). By presenting the arguments and insights of these books, I will draw out some of the lessons gleaned from the study of the history of antisemitism. These eight works ultimately reveal eight paradoxes that scholars should bear in mind as they engage this history.
 Dan Cohn-Sherbok’s The Paradox of Anti-Semitism is a narrative of the relationship between antisemitism and Jewish revival through the ages. “The paradox of Jewish life,” he writes, “is that hatred and Jewish survival have been interrelated for thousands of years, and that without antisemitism, we [Jews] may be doomed to extinction” (p. xiv). Repeatedly, we are enjoined to consider this relationship and the conundrum that “Jews need enemies in order to survive” (p. 209). Cohn-Sherbok uses this contention to offer the reader a primer not only on antisemitism, but also on the various strands of Judaism—Orthodox, Reform, Conservative, Reconstructionist, Humanistic, assimilationist, and overtly rejectionist—each of which he presents as a Jewish response to vilification.
 In this work, as in most of his other books, Cohn-Sherbok offers a cut-and-paste overview unencumbered by the complexities of history or textual sensitivity. While the book has footnotes, almost none of these refer to other scholars’ research. Most are citations from other works by Cohn-Sherbok himself, so that the volume becomes too self-contained. Also, occasional errors slip in: for example, Luther’s On the Jews and Their Lies was published in 1543, not the year before (p. 31), and as Ronald Schechter has shown, Sephardim in France hardly “lived in comfort and security” (p. 43).1
 The organization and packaging of the book allow the wholly uninitiated to savor a sense of the vitality of rabbinic Judaism...
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