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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 The Essential West: Collected Essays by Elliott West
 
	 Walter Nugent
 

 
 
 The Essential West: Collected Essays. By Elliott West. Foreword by Richard White. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2012. xiii + 328 pp. Notes, illustrations, index. $29.95 cloth.
 
   “Elliott West is the best historian of the American West writing today.” So says Richard White, no slouch himself, in the foreword (xi) of The Essential West: Collected Essays. Here are fourteen essays, each humane, accessible, enlightening, and enjoyable. Ten appeared in “earlier versions,” while four are completely new.
 The opening essay, “Lewis and Park,” contrasts two exploratory expeditions of 1805: the successful Lewis and Clark trip up the Missouri River and over to the Pacific, and the disastrous attempt by the Scotsman Mungo Park to trace Africa’s Niger River from upper reaches to mouth. Park and companions were done in chiefly by insect-borne diseases; the American Corps of Discovery had no such problem. The essay demonstrates clearly (and with thorough scholarship) how communicable diseases, or their absence, affected “the making of empires around the earth” (17).
 At least six of the chapter essays focus directly on Great Plains history. The second shows how the Colorado and California gold rushes “redrew the mental contours” (53) of the Plains and the nation. The third, “Called-Out People: The Cheyennes and the Central Plains,” traces how the nation confronted environmental shortages after they migrated to the Plains, switched from village to nomadic life, chased buffalo, required huge numbers of horses, and lost their tribal unity through the exigencies of commerce. The sixth explores “The West before Lewis and Clark” through the lives of a West Indian man, a Missouria woman, and a Mexican woman, all “before the young United States gained the slightest toehold in the West” (149). Chapter 7, loaded with quotations and anecdotes, looks at childhood, examining the lives of girls and boys in the Plains. Chapter 10, “Bison r us: The Buffalo as Cultural Icon,” questions why the mountain man of the early nineteenth century appears as “a romantic, almost godlike figure” while the buffalo hunter-skinner of 1871 to 1883 “is covered, not with glory, but with flies. Yet both men were doing basically the same thing” (222). Chapter 13, “On the Trail with Gus and Call: Lonesome Dove and the Western Myth,” [End Page 205] lets West explore “our national creation myth” (280), the Western, concluding that “Westerns are something like the nation’s Greek chorus, and it won’t shut up” (291).
 Space constraints forbid my recounting here the scores of insights and apt phrases that decorate the book throughout. Every chapter, not only those just mentioned, is rewarding, rich, freshly thought out, and enjoyable. White is right. Highly recommended.
 
   Walter Nugent
 Department of History (emeritus)
 University of Notre Dame
 
 
 
  
 
  Copyright © 2014 Center for Great Plains Studies, University of Nebraska–Lincoln
 
 
 
 
 ... 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					Buy Complete Digital Issue for $28.50 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					2333-5092
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0275-7664
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 205-206
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-04-23
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	