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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  336Book Reviews (Barry Naughton), and it is not a criticism of the volume to state that economists would have asked somewhat different questions. For example, they would have worried more about where some particular forms of integration are likely to head. Specifically, Jagdish Bhagwati's spaghetti bowl is rearing its ugly head all over East Asia, a region which was once avowedly unilateral and multilateral in its trade policy orientation, but is now increasingly being directed down to the dead end of preferential trade deals which are neither free nor fair. An economics perspective would also have accorded greater emphasis to the region's comparatively low trade barriers (certainly compared to all developing region comparators) and the fairly open foreign investment postures. Thus, commercial interdependence can proceed a long way even if inter-governmental relations are occasionally hostile, and the "structural impediments" apparently sizeable. Perhaps also there could have been some more East Asian voices in the volume, if only as discussants. The authorship is overwhelmingly North American and Japanese, although in fairness all the contributors have a deep immersion in the region. But these are minor quibbles. This is a highly stimulating, topical and coherent volume. It will be required reading for specialists and students of international relations and East Asia. Unfortunately, the editor could not have asked for better publicity to underline a key theme of the volume, as China and Japan, continuing their decade-long rivalry for regional leadership, engaged in an acrimonious diplomatic spat earlier in the year. Hal Hill Research School ofPacific & Asian Studies The Australian National University, Canberra Japan's Role in Asia: Mutual Development or Ruthless Competition. By Lim Hua Sing. 4th Edition. Singapore: Eastern Universities Press, 2003. Softcover: 333pp. As evidenced by the impending "Asian summit", China's "peaceful rise", Japan's ongoing identity crisis relative to becoming a "normal" state and major uncertainties about the Korean peninsula, Asia is clearly entering a landmark period of geopolitical and economic change. Fresh assessments of those forces most affecting this process are now critical to understanding Asia at this historic juncture, particularly assessments that are able to bridge analysis of the region's economic development with scrutiny of the longer-term political trends emanating from it. Book Reviews337 Initially, Lim Hua Sing's book on Japanese economic interaction in the region would appear to meet this requirement. The scope of issues covered is appropriately broad: investment, trade frictions, overseas development assistance (ODA), technology transfers and free trade areas. Lim even delves very briefly into a politico-military related discussion of Japan's post-Cold War security behaviour. The book is richly endowed with quantitative data in the form of comprehensive tables, charts and assorted statistical compilations. Its documentation is also impressive with extensive source citations found at the end of each chapter. Indeed, the reader is nearly overwhelmed with the range of coverage pertaining to such arcane issues as Japan's non-tariffbarriers on Singapore's canned pineapple and Japanese yen fluctuations during the 1990s. Perhaps the volume's greatest strength is the assiduous research that underlies much of its content. That strength is overshadowed by several weaknesses. Japan's Role in Asia suffers to some degree from conceptual ambiguity and disparate narrative. Fully two-thirds of the book contains material written well before the Asian financial crisis (covering events only up to the mid-1980s) and thus offers observations that are outdated or contradict observations made in other chapters. China, for example, is no longer an oil exporter (p. 123). The conclusion to Chapter 6 waxes optimistic aboutJapan-ASEAN trade relations while Chapter 5 concludes by strongly implying that trade tensions between these two entities could lead to serious long-term problems. The book's last six chapters are less dated than the first nine, and oscillate between such topics as Japan's domestic economic problems, China's overseas populations and the region's institutional politics. This apparent lack of cohesion flows from what the book really is: a collection of separate articles written for different books and journals that have been assembled as a "book". In some instances, however, a statement of analytical purpose is offered (e.g., a recommendation on how to... 
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