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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Politics in the Vernacular: Nationalism, Multiculturalism and Citizenship, and: Multinational Democracies
 
	 John A. Hall
 

 
 
 Will Kymlicka , Politics in the Vernacular: Nationalism, Multiculturalism and Citizenship. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001, 383 pp.
 Alain-G. Gagnon and James Tully , eds, Multinational Democracies. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001, xvi + 411 pp.
 
  These two important books show the extent to which philosophers have entered into and perhaps come to dominate discussions of nationalism and citizenship. There is a sense in which Charles Taylor (who contributes an incisive Foreword to the Gagnon and Tully volume) created a paradigm exemplified in these volumes. If politics could be based on mutual recognition, Taylor argued in true Hegelian spirit, it would be possible to allow for diversity of varied kinds within a shared political space. Unquestionably the most sustained attempt to spell out what this means has been made by Will Kymlicka, at his best aware at one of the same time of the demands of minorities and of the functional needs of the larger political unit. An altogether more idiosyncratic position is that of James Tully whose introduction to the Gagnon and Tully volume offers something like a Habermasian view of the potential future of countries that contain different nations and cultures. As long as everything is open to question by all parties at all times, Tully suggests, stability — or perhaps, in the words Count Taaffe (Prime Minister of Austria in the Dual Monarchy of Austro-Hungary), "bearable dissatisfaction" — can be maintained. This general view — that multinational arrangements can be created, indeed that they may be on the increase — is bound to interest sociologists. As a corollary of this position, powerfully stated in Kymlicka's most recent work, is that Canada is an exemplar of this new world, with institutional and moral lessons ready for export, it behoves readers of this journal to take these books very seriously indeed.
 They need not fear that philosophers have taken over their trade. Consider the amusing schizophrenia present in the Tully and Gagnon volume. If the formal theory is that multinational democracies are on the increase, general considerations together with the contents of many of the individual chapters — for the most part written, it should be noted, by a distinguished set of social scientists — severely qualify the theory, making it an attractive prescription rather than a description of actually existing reality. First, concentration is on Spain, Belgium, Canada and the United Kingdom. One point to be made here is that most countries in the advanced world (and in central Europe and the now in the Balkans) are not multinational democracies: very much to the contrary, the liberal capitalist democracy rests, as thinkers such as John Stuart Mill and Ernest Gellner realized, on a very high level of national homogeneity, often achieved though cleansing of one sort or another. A second point is that it is somewhat absurd to take Belgium as a positive case given that the shared political shell has all but gone — at little cost, it should be added, given the [End Page 482] constraints and benefits of life within the European Union. Further, both Canada and the United Kingdom face real difficulties, suggesting that Spain is an exception, in need of explanation, rather than the harbinger of some new social norm. Second, progress in the affairs of nations normally imposes costs. Dominique Arel makes this especially clear when dealing with Catalonia and Quebec: secessionist nationalism may fade in both cases precisely because of the imposition of harsh and illiberal laws that protect Catalan and French. Third, several authors, especially Norman and Gagnon, point to the difficulties of negotiation given that "a single reality" is perceived in completely different ways. In this context, it is all too obvious that endless discussion is precisely the condition from which people sometimes shy away: intellectuals might like to talk, but others — as in Quebec since 1995 — often like a relatively settled frame so as to free attention for dull normality. Fourth, some of the panaceas suggested in the general frame are deeply flawed, as several authors, notably Requejo, Simeon and Conway, and Coulombe, realize: the federalism of regions rarely satisfies nations longing for asymmetry, whilst federalism as a whole...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1710-1123
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0318-6431
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 482-483
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2004-09-20
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
				
					
						Archive Status
					

					
						Archived 2007
					

				

				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	