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  [Access article in PDF]  The College on the Hill: A New History of the Ontario Agricultural College, 1874-1999. Alexander M. Ross and Terry Crowley. Toronto: Dundurn Press 1999. Pp. 224. ilus. $22.99 
 
  Writing effective higher-education institutional histories is never easy. Too often, charting the development of universities in Canada has fallen into, rather than avoided, the pitfalls of mundanity, as if the history is allegorically representing the mortar itself. Chapter by chapter, the rise of the institution is hagiographically documented, through the laying of the cornerstone to the establishment of the mandate, to the appointment of [End Page 165] the administrators, the hiring of the professors, and the enrolment of the first students, then onto the success of these three groups of people over time. The university is on the road inevitably to bigger and better things. Histories are written to explain a current, most often positive, institutional disposition or embodiment and are endemically imbued with an intellectual bias. These parochialisms are difficult to avoid, even in the presence of a strong argumentative thesis.
 Ross and Crowley's College on the Hill both succeeds and succumbs. It is an entertaining and responsible book on the rise of an integral force in post-secondary education in Ontario, given that the Ontario Agricultural College was instituted, and never really forgot, its dual original purposes. It was a place for imparting agricultural and rural knowledge and contemporary values while striving at the same time to conform to prosaic and often frustratingly futile directives of the Ontario government, the college's sugar-daddy. College on the Hill clearly outlines the tension between these two broad missions, whether officially recognized in budget and charter or in the academic culture influenced by a variety of factors: presidents' personalities, proclivities, and political skills; professors' particular research and teaching interests; student life and the education of future rural, but often, urban, industrial, and political leaders; and the ubiquitous curricular changes and vicissitudes in departmental formation and reformation. These dynamics underlay the on-going tripartite struggle among government, institutional freedom and autonomy, and rural society and industry; between science, religion, and technology, mass production versus individualism, and emphasis on graduate work vis-à-vis the need to learn the mechanics of crop rotation. The book uncovers the complexity of the Agricultual College and highlights an institution with a clearly multifaceted and pluralistic - or bifurcated? - role in society, tugged to polar ends by social, economic, and political conditions. It is not a schizophrenic school, but one that, by the 1990s, had settled into a role of international player in research into agricultural science, technology, theory, and practice.
 The College on the Hill has definite strengths in its sensitivity to the socio-historical context - any university history of significant intellectual value nowadays needs to have this quality - and argues the reasons for the current prestige and contributions of the Agricultural College in the field of rural development. Because of its purpose and audience, the book also devolves, seemingly unavoidably in institutional histories, to a discussion of a great school, a fait accompli that emasculates many of its more provocative elements. It is also, puzzingly, printed in an awkward landscape style throughout. While social conditions, intellectual and curricular movements, demographic and social analyses of Ontario society, local and provincial political cultures, and women and ethnicity [End Page 166] in academe are in various degrees well treated, in the end the history remains couched in the inevitable steps to maturity. The obligatory lists of professorial, student, and alumni accomplishments are included as if to legitimize an institution that, as in the story, was the train that could. Science was pursued with 'intelligence and determination,' an administrator demonstrated his 'usual sagacity,' and, at one point the school 'seemed as solid and upright as the man heading it.' But what of the claim that, in a campus literary society in the nineteenth century, 'lay the origins of the international successes achieved by the University of Guelph debaters' one hundred...
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					Buy Digital
							Article for $27.50 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1710-1093
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0008-3755
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 165-167
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2004-03-31
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	