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     Reviewed by:
 	 Empire of Care: Nursing and Migration in Filipino American History
 
	 Warwick Anderson
 

 
 
 Catherine Ceniza Choy . Empire of Care: Nursing and Migration in Filipino American History. American Encounters/Global Interactions. Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2003. xiv + 258 pp. Ill. $59.95 (cloth, 0-8223-3052-0), $19.95 (paperbound, 0-8223-3089-X).
 
  Although we know that medicine and nursing are transnational enterprises, few historians of twentieth-century health care have looked beyond the boundaries of one nation-state or another. Diseases do not respect political demarcations, physicians and nurses have been migratory—yet our historical studies rarely recognize the dynamic, cosmopolitan aspects of modern medicine. Catherine Choy, however, shows us what nursing and medical historians can learn from immigration history and "postnationalist" American studies. In Empire of Care she charts the development of an international Filipino nurse labor force, drawing together studies of U.S. imperialism, immigration policy, hospital management, and nursing. She also provides us with a model of how to combine, with sensitivity and insight, archival sources and contemporary interviews.
 The Philippines has become the leading supplier of nurses to the United States: more than 25,000 Filipino nurses immigrated between 1966 and 1985; in New York City hospitals, almost one in five nurses is from the Philippines. The basic argument of Empire of Care is that this massive nurse migration is an outcome of early twentieth-century U.S. colonialism in the Philippines. Established in 1907, the first nursing school proved very popular with young, lower-middle-class women seeking to maintain or increase their status, and aspiring to a modern American career and way of life. From the beginning, nursing education in the Philippines prepared Filipinos to work in the United States. Choy insists that the attraction of the United States was not solely economic: nurses learned English, became acculturated to American practices, and modeled themselves on Yankee "originals." After the exchange visitor program was organized in 1948, Filipino nurses flocked to American hospitals. For a few, the pull was indeed largely economic; but some wanted travel and adventure, and others hoped to improve their cultural status. Some maintained a romantic view of life and career in the United States; most, however, found colonial inequalities and hierarchies reproduced across the Pacific. Choy conveys vividly the diversity of motivations and experiences among the expatriate nurses, and the multiple ways in which education and career can shape identity and attitude.
 A combination of events amplified Filipino nurse migration in the late 1960s: [End Page 339] the 1965 Immigration Act allowed foreign nurses to settle as permanent residents; the demand in the United States for nursing services increased; and the Marcos government developed nursing into a new export industry for the Philippines. Feeling disparagement and discrimination, the nurses banded together in their own professional organizations and tried to improve their conditions. Choy suggests that many older, colonial representations of Filipinos continued to exert an influence on contemporary attitudes toward immigrant nurses. Filipino nurses were sometimes the first suspects when things went wrong. The most notorious example occurred when Filipina Narciso and Leonora Perez were accused of poisoning patients in the Veterans Administration Hospital in Ann Arbor, Michigan, in 1975. They were eventually acquitted, but Choy argues that in the prosecution the nurses "emerged as dark, dangerous, and conspiratorial Filipino natives with the propensity to harm their American patients" (p. 122). This, she claims, was another legacy of American colonialism.
 Choy might have told us more about the fashioning of the gender identity of male Filipino nurses; and she might have compared the experiences of Filipino nurses with those of other foreign and minority nurses in the United States. I was sorry that she missed the echo in the VA investigation of the 1916 poisoning allegations against nurses in the Philippines General Hospital—a precedent that would have strengthened her argument. But these are minor faults. Historians of medicine and nursing will learn much from Choy's innovative transnational study. It will surely inspire many of us to reframe our analysis of twentieth-century health care.
   Warwick Anderson
 University of Wisconsin—Madison
 
 
 
  
 
  Copyright © 2005 The Johns Hopkins University Press
 
 
 
 
 ... 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1086-3176
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0007-5140
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 339-340
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2005-06-15
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	