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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  I'mgonnagetmyselfaboyfriend—Iwill." She laughed. Sharon nodded, chewing the lastbite of herhotdog, "Sure you can. ' The two girls had given up pretending not to listen. Margaret turned back to me again. "He wentthrough alloursavings. Icamehome one day and he had backed, a truck into the barn. He aimed to steal my horses! Right out of the barn! I was mad—I yelled and screamed at that bastard—excuse my language," she acknowledged the presence ofthe youngerwomen and seemed to forget them in the same breath, "—you know my language is just the pits anymore , I mean I can't find enough four letter words to use lately. I'll have to learn some new ones, you know what I mean? I didn't know that just calling him a 'bastard' couldsaysomuch."Shewashalf giggling, half smiling, turning her head back and forth as if attempting to cross a busy intersection. "Am I making any sense?" Sharon excused herself to get another hot dog. I thought I heard her laugh under her breath, "The two of you." "Yeah, you're making perfectly good sense." "lam? I wish I felt like it." The lines around her mouth went lax. "I feel like such a fool. A fool." She would have spelt it in big black letters; that's the way she pronounced it. Her eyes stopped smiling. "You wouldn't believe the things he's done to me lately." I knew she had a list. "He can't even decide what he wants now—the twenty year old or me—but eitherwayhethinks heowns thehouse and the farm. Well, he's finding outhe doesn't own me anymore. I can't believe I've lived with that man this long. God, he's neurotic I swear." "Has he threatened sucide yet?" I asked. Margaret looked at me. "How did you guess? How could you know?" "Luckyguess."Sharon returnedasifshe hadn't left. "How didyoutake it?"Iwantedtoknow. "I laughed at the SOB. I told him he didn'thave the guts!" She laughed all over again. Then, quietly, her eyes lookedpast me, beyond the two girls, looked at something way off, somewhere else. "What I really don't understand is . . ." Margaret pursed her lips, then her whole face, 'what made him think he had the right to treat me like he did all these years?" I heardmyselfasking, "Did you evertell him he didn't?" Margaret looked right into my eyes. She didn't seem to hearme. "Whatdidyou say?" 'Didyouevertellhimhedidn'thavethe right? Has anyone ever told him he didn't have the right?" "Did I . . . " she began, then paused and looked at Sharon. "Does she . . . how could she . . ." Sharon slowly nodded her head up and down, smiling. Grasping her meaning, Margaret asked, "Do you mean to tell me she'sbeen through this? The same thing?'' Margaret looked at me but talked to Sharon. "I'll bet she gets good grades." A broad smile. "This means I'll survive, too, won't I?" The Transaction In a long white gown I veiled my life and took my vows. When I removed my veil, you were the tax commissioner assessing my worth, billing me for sums I could not pay. You borrow the sheriff's badge and come to collect. Each day I apportion you a share of myself; the next, your arrival is as certain as the noonday whistle. —Shirley R. Chafin 23 ... 
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