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America Under the 
Hammer
Auctions and the Emergence of 
Market Values

Ellen Hartigan-O’Connor

As the first book-length study of 
auctions in early America, America 
Under the Hammer follows this 
ubiquitous but largely overlooked 
institution to reveal how, across 
the eighteenth and early nine-
teenth centuries, price became an 
accepted expression of value.

Early American Studies
Hardcover $39.95 | Ebook $39.95

Freedom’s Currency
Slavery, Capitalism, and Self-
Purchase in the United States

Julia Wallace Bernier

The first comprehensive study of 
self-purchase in the United States 
from the American Revolution to 
the Civil War, Freedom’s Currency 
reveals how enslaved people raised 
money, fostered connections, and 
made use of slavery’s systems of 
value and exchange to wrest con-
trol of their lives from those who 
owned them.

Hardcover $49.95 | Ebook $49.95
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