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The Cover

The cover of each issue of the Journal of the Malaysian
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society highlights a building
or location that is a significant part of the national
heritage of Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei.

The current issue features a photograph showing
fishing boats at low tide off Pulau Langkawi in 1971.
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Editor’s Note

It is with deep regret that I begin this note writing about the passing of two
individuals who for many years played important roles in supporting the work of
the Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. Professor Anthony Reid served
for more than 20 years on the Society’s International Advisory Board, and his
encyclopaedic knowledge of Southeast Asian scholarship and unfailing willingness
to respond to requests for information made him an invaluable resource for
JMBRAS. Professor Abu Talib Ahmad was a contributor to JMBRAS and since 2015
a Member of the MBRAS Council.

The present issue features articles on the way 16th Century Melaka is portrayed
in public displays, on provisions made by the Royal Navy to secure supplies of
coal needed to deal with piracy in and around the Straits of Malacca in the 19th
Century, on the British use of intermediaries to deal with the Chinese population
in the Straits Settlements, and on a critical moment in the formation of Malaysia as
Sabah reacted to Singapore’s separation from the new polity.

In addition, there are two historical documents, one a first-hand account of the
immediate aftermath of the destruction of the German raider Emden in 1914, and
the other a description of conditions in the Malay Peninsula by a surveyor who
visited much of it between 1875 and 1882.

In December 2024 I completed 10 years as editor of JMBRAS. A new editorial
team will take over starting with the December 2025 issue. It was an honour to
be entrusted with a publication that has been in existence since 1878 and will
presumably still be read in 2078 and beyond.

Dr Paul Kratoska
Hon. Editor, IMBRAS
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