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The Cover

The cover of each issue of the Journal of the Malaysian 
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society highlights a building 
or location that is a significant part of the national 
heritage of Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei.

The current issue features a photograph showing 
fishing boats at low tide off Pulau Langkawi in 1971.



v

Contents

Volume 98 Part 1
No. 328 June 2025

EDITOR’S NOTE	 vi

IN MEMORIAM 	 1
Anthony J. S. Reid
Abu Talib Ahmad

RESEARCH ARTICLES

The Melaka Fort Gateway: Setting the Record Straight	 5
Serge Jardin

Supplying Coal and Eradicating Piracy: The Royal Navy in the  
Straits of Malacca, 1833–1880 	 23

Tham Junean

Kapitans and Unofficials: Ethnic Intermediaries in the  
Straits Settlements, 1786–1942	 45

Bernard Z. Keo

Donald Stephens and Sabah’s Response to the Singapore Separation	 71
Danny Wong Tze Ken

A DOCUMENT FROM SOUTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY

Keeling Cocos Islands and the Destruction of the  
German Raider Emden in 1914	 91

A DOCUMENT FROM MALAYSIAN HISTORY

D. D. Daly’s, “Surveys and Explorations in the Native States of the  
Malayan Peninsula, 1875–82”	 99

RESEARCH NOTE

Publications by Professor Dato’ Abu Talib bin Ahmad	 127



vi

BOOK REVIEWS

Tan Twan Eng. The House of Doors.
Reviewed by LIM MIAO LING	 133

Nasha Rodziadi Khaw, Nazarudin Zainun, Suresh Narayanen.  
Kedah Tua; Sejarah, Arkeologi & Naratif Baharu; Ancient Kedah;  
History, Archaeology & New Narratives.	 133

Bowen Liao. Bujang Valley; Heritage, Archaeology, and National Identity
Reviewed by KWA CHONG GUAN	 133

Kenneth Paul Tan. Asia in the Old and New Cold Wars: Ideologies,  
Narratives, and Lived Experience
Reviewed by ANG CHENG GUAN	 137

Theara Thun. Epistemology of the Past: Texts, History, and Intellectuals  
of Cambodia, 1855–1970
Reviewed by ANTON O. ZAKHAROV	 138

Muhammad Suhail bin Mohamed Yazid. He Who Is Made Lord: Empire,  
Class and Race in Postwar Singapore
Reviewed by TAN CHEE YONG	 141

Toh Kan Woon. Malaysia’s New Economic Policy in its First Decade:  
The Role of the State in Economic Development, 1971–1980
Reviewed by EDMUND TERENCE GOMEZ	 143

Francis Loh Kok Wah, ed. Scholar Activist Khoo Khay Jin: Reflections  
of the Penan, Sarawak and Malaysia
Reviewed by FAISAL S. HAZIS	 146

Jonathan Driskell, Marek W. Rutkowski, Andrew Hock Soon Ng, eds.  
The Malayan Emergency in Film, Literature and Art: Cultural Memory  
as Historical Other
Reviewed by JASON NG SZE CHIEH	 148



vii

Editor’s Note

It is with deep regret that I begin this note writing about the passing of two 
individuals who for many years played important roles in supporting the work of 
the Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. Professor Anthony Reid served 
for more than 20 years on the Society’s International Advisory Board, and his 
encyclopaedic knowledge of Southeast Asian scholarship and unfailing willingness 
to respond to requests for information made him an invaluable resource for 
JMBRAS. Professor Abu Talib Ahmad was a contributor to JMBRAS and since 2015 
a Member of the MBRAS Council.

The present issue features articles on the way 16th Century Melaka is portrayed 
in public displays, on provisions made by the Royal Navy to secure supplies of 
coal needed to deal with piracy in and around the Straits of Malacca in the 19th 
Century, on the British use of intermediaries to deal with the Chinese population 
in the Straits Settlements, and on a critical moment in the formation of Malaysia as 
Sabah reacted to Singapore’s separation from the new polity.

In addition, there are two historical documents, one a first-hand account of the 
immediate aftermath of the destruction of the German raider Emden in 1914, and 
the other a description of conditions in the Malay Peninsula by a surveyor who 
visited much of it between 1875 and 1882.

In December 2024 I completed 10 years as editor of JMBRAS. A new editorial 
team will take over starting with the December 2025 issue. It was an honour to 
be entrusted with a publication that has been in existence since 1878 and will 
presumably still be read in 2078 and beyond.

Dr Paul Kratoska
Hon. Editor, JMBRAS




