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“�This�is�a�major�feat�of�historical�revision�for�a�subject�that�has�too�
long�been�the�object�of�mockery�and�scorn.�.�.�.�Building�on�deep�
archival�work�and�sophisticated�argumentation,�Nummedal�fashions�
a�truly�engaging�and�revealing�microhistory�focused�on�the�tragic�
story�of�one�sixteenth-century�practitioner,�Anna�Zieglerin.”�
—Preternature
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Tara�Nummedal�recon-
structs�the�extraordinary�
career�and�historical�
afterlife�of�sixteenth-�
century�alchemist,�
courtier,�and�prophet�
Anna�Zieglerin.�In�her�

own�life,�Anna�was�a�master�of�self-fashioning;�in�the�centuries�
since�her�death,�her�story�has�been�continually�refashioned,�making�
her�a�fitting�emblem�for�each�new�age.�Interweaving�the�history�of�
science,�gender,�religion,�and�politics,�Nummedal�recounts�how�one�
resourceful�woman’s�alchemical�schemes�touched�some�of�the�most�
consequential�matters�in�Reformation�Germany.
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