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Constructing 
Gardens,  
Cultivating the City
Paris’s New Parks,  
1977–1995

Amanda Shoaf Vincent

Constructing Gardens, 
Cultivating the City is the 
first cultural history of major 
new parks developed in 
Paris in the late twentieth 
century, as part of the city’s 
program of adaptive reuse of 
industrial spaces. Thanks to 
laws that gave the city more 
political autonomy, Paris’s local government launched a campaign 
of park creation in the late 1970s that continued to the turn of the 
millennium. The parks in this book represent this campaign and 
illustrate different facets of their cultural and historical context.

Archival research, interviews, and analyses of the parks reveal how 
postmodern debates about urban planning, the historic city, public 
space, and nature’s presence in an urban setting influenced their 
designs. Amanda Shoaf Vincent examines five major parks—Jardin 
Atlantique, Jardin des Halles, Parc André-Citroën, Parc du Bercy, 
and the Promenade Plantée—to reveal how they draw upon garden 
models, the city’s long history, and their local context to redefine 
the relationship between green space and the urban environment.
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