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“Between the political mentality and the pure intellect there are
inevitable differences. The political mind seeks to dominate the
relative or the accidental, as the navigator, expert in winds and
their capricious surprises, trims his sails, while pure intelligence
seeks in all things the absolute, guides itself by solid principles,
orients itself by immutable ideas, above the fluctuations of daily
events and their deceptive appearances. The thinker wishes to
understand, to know; the politician wishes only to attain power,
to preserve it, to expand it.

A mental triumph is the conquest of a universal reality; a
political triumph is a victory over the difficulties of a local scene,
a victory often pregnant with future difficulties. The one acts on
the totality of the world, evidenced equally in the starry sky, in
a conscience, in a micro-organism; the other deals with a mere
group of men and their localized problems. Both seek to make
life possible on earth, each by its own process. Life would be
destroyed without the liberating action of thought, and likewise
without constant political intervention.

Can there not be some coordination between two things so

diverse, though equally indispensable in relieving human misery?”

—Fidelino De Figueiredo, “A Free Press—A World at Peace;
Books Abroad 23, no. 1 (Winter 1949): 6-7

EDITORIAL BOARD INTERNS
- Roger Allen Alyssa Campbell
O r Iteratu re 0 a Alice-Catherine Carls Brennan Clifton
César Ferreira Dani Glidewell
Erik Gleibermann Liza Martin
George GOMOri Maddie Meyers

Alamgir Hashmi Hannah Morris-Voth
JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2024 Emily D. Johnson Urvika Patil
Volume 98, Number 1 Farzaneh Milani Ellie Simon

Tanure Ojaide Rachel Smith
Nii Ayikwei Parkes

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & NEUSTADT PROFESSOR Mahtem Shiferraw
Robert Con Davis-Undiano llan Stavans
Michelle Yeh World Literature Today is
Ping Zhu published at the University of
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR & EDITOR IN CHIEF Oklahoma, Norman. Postmaster:
Daniel Simon CONTRIBUTING EDITORS  Send address changes to WLT,
Irene Bulla 630 Parrington Oval, Suite
Kalenda Eaton 110, Norman OK 73019-4037.
MANAGING & CULTURE EDITOR Karlos K. Hill Periodicals postage paid at

Michelle Johnson

BOOK REVIEW & ONLINE EDITOR

Rob Vollmar

ART DIRECTOR
Parker Buske

PROGRAMS & DEVELOPMENT
Terri D. Stubblefield

CIRCULATION & ACCOUNTS
Kay Blunck

4  WLT JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024

Carol Rose Little
Marcelo Rioseco
Rhona Seidelman
Julie-Francoise Tolliver
Janet Ward

Kimberly Gail Wieser

ADVISORY BOARD

Rilla Askew

Nancy Barcelo

Kyle Harper

Jeanne Hoffman Smith

Ed Kelley

Alana Marie Levinson LaBrosse
Kathy Neustadt

Susan Neustadt Schwartz
David Shook

Hanover PA 17331. Copyright ©
2024 by World Literature Today
and the Board of Regents of the
University of Oklahoma. ISSN
0196-3570 (1945-8134 online).
Subscription and advertising
rates are listed on our website
(worldlit.org) or can be obtained
through the editorial office.
Phone: 405.325.4531. 2,250
copies of this issue have been
prepared and distributed by

the Sheridan Press at no cost

to the taxpayers of the State

of Oklahoma. The University of
Oklahoma is an equal opportunity
institution.




