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Iberian Moorings
Al-Andalus, Sefarad, and the 
Tropes of Exceptionalism
Ross Brann

“Iberian Moorings constitutes an 
original and compelling contribution 
to several disciplines that have woe-
fully divided scholarship on Islamic 
al-Andalus from that of Hebrew 
Sefarad, and both from the bulk of 
scholarship on Christian Spain and 
western Europe. The study is the 
first of which I am aware to offer a 
full, diachronic and multivalenced 
investigation of the long-nurtured 
belief of Andalusi Muslim and Jewish elites in their cultural superiority 
and uniqueness, and the afterlife of that belief into our own times.” 
—Susan Einbinder, University of Connecticut

To Muslims the Iberian Peninsula was al-Andalus, to Jews it was Sefarad. 
In Iberian Moorings Ross Brann traces how al-Andalus and Sefarad were 
invested with special political, cultural, and historical significance across 
the Middle Ages. This is the first work to analyze the tropes of Andalusi 
and Sefardi exceptionalism in comparative perspective. Brann focuses on 
the social power of these tropes in Andalusi Islamic and Sefardi Jewish 
cultures from the tenth through the twelfth century and reflects on their 
enduring influence and its expressions in scholarship, literature, and film 
down to the present day.
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