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Cover: Introduced to the Hawaiian Islands by Polynesian voyagers, kukui (Aleurites moluccana) was an important
element to indigenous Hawaiian agroforestry and today is formally recognized as the Hawaii State Tree. Lincoln et al.
(this issue) used historical and modern remote imagery to map kukui canopy across five Hawaiian Islands, and found that
kukui is a substantial component of most forested ecosystems but has experienced a ~58% decline in canopy cover over
the last 70 years. Based on the results, they suggest that the footprint of kukui in Hawai‘i closely approximates the extent of
indigenous agroforestry and forest alteration. Photo credit: Noa Lincoln.
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