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Redrawing the colonial affrontier in French Algeria

Given the importance of colonial memory to contemporary French politics 
and national identity (Silverman 1992; Stora 1992), Pierre Nora�s editorial 
decision to more or less neglect colonial sites in his otherwise rich, monu-
mental edited work, Les lieux de mØmoire [Places of Memory] (1984�92), 
surprised many people. Many colonial sites are places of memory for sig-
ni�cant numbers of people in France, even though such sites lack of�cial 
recognition. Moreover, studies of colonial places of memory within and 
beyond France�s present-day borders would have been ideal candidates for 
Nora�s series since, according to his de�nition (1984: xxiv), �[1]es lieux de 
mØmoire, ce sont d�abord des restes� [Places of memory are debris, �rst of 
all]. His decision to omit them has therefore been criticized.1 Like prose �c-
tion and �lm, comics can serve as a virtual place of memory for colonial 
sites, as a substitute for lost or physically inaccessible places of memory. 
This function is perhaps accentuated for artists whose family members 
lived in Algeria, including the descendants of the colonized who emigrated 
to France in search of work and settled there, or of the European settlers 
who left Algeria. The special status of the Algerian colony for the French,2 
the effects of deep settler colonization there (McClintock 1992: 88), and 
the nature of decolonization (the Algerian War and its sequels) have meant 
that the adaptation and assimilation process has been dif�cult for all the 
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