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PREFACE

I believe it was in early 1949, while I was teaching at Kenyon
College, that I first took hold of the body of ideas that moved
me to do this volume. It happened, quite suddenly it seemed,
while I was listening to a paper being delivered by my colleague,
the late Philip Blair Rice, and by way of reaction against it. The
paper, later printed in The Kenyon Review (Spring, 1949), was
entitled “The Merging Parallels: Mann’s Doctor Faustus.” Dur-
ing his discussion of the novel, he spoke in general terms and
somewhat condescendingly about the “equilibrists on the non-
Euclidean parallels”—those “amphibious men of the galaxies and
the sea-depths . . . obsessed with the angelic and demonic, in
various mixtures.” And while conceding the debt we owe such
equilibrists as Kierkegaard, Dostoevsky, Kafka, he rather spoke
for the healthier claims he found in Mann’s complex humanism;
a humanism that is broadened and somewhat spiritualized, it is
true, but stll one that Rice saw as traditionally liberal, demo-
cratic, naturalistic, classically positive. As for the Kierkegaards,
Dostoevskys, and Kafkas, they had taught us their lesson and—
thanks also to Mann—they had unsuperficialized humanism. But
now, having said their piece, they were to get off the stage. And
we, seeing their obsolescence but remembering them gratefully,
were to “give the equilibrists something less than total homage
for a while, in order to cultivate a better-proportioned doctrine.”

Of course, I felt that Rice’s Mann was not my Mann, that
mine had begun by assuming the bankruptcy of this kind of
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