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Maps

By 1845 it had been determined that the Mormons could no
longer safely remain in the Illinois area. However, their leadership,
under Brigham Young, had yet to determine where they would establish
their new Zion. The decision had been made to move west, but not to a
specific location. Earlier some had talked of Texas, Oregon, California,
or the isolated area of the Great Basin. It seems that, before his death,
Prophet Joseph Smith had even prophesied that their Zion would be
found in the Rocky Mountains. Two major problems faced by Brigham
Young and the other leaders involved the determination of the exact
location where they would finally settle and the route to be used to safely
bring the Mormons to their “promised land.”
To a certain degree the solution was made for them. The main route
west was the route used by the Oregon and California emigrants, which
followed the Platte River and North Platte. Therefore, that route was the
most likely choice. The emigrants and the traders before them had used a
variety of jumping-off sites from the Independence, Missouri, area, north
to the Council Bluffs, Iowa, area. By establishing the Mormon camp called
“Winter Quarters” in the Indian lands on the west side of the Missouri
and the north side of the Platte, not only were the Mormons temporarily
providing themselves with some degree of safety from further persecution
from the Gentiles, but it also became more likely that they would use the
route along the north side of the Platte River. Research indicates that as
early as June of 1846 Brigham Young was already seriously considering
the Valley of the Great Salt Lake or the Bear River Valley in the Great
Basin area. By mid-1847 California was ruled out in favor of the more isolated Great Basin area, and the final decision was made to settle the Valley
of the Great Salt Lake. Still, in 1846, the specifics of the actual route to follow and exact location of their new Zion had yet to be determined.
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These problems were also in part solved by the use of existing maps
and guides available to the Mormons. The Mormons discussed developing their own guidebook and set of trail maps. While they did publish
their own guidebook, they never developed their own set of maps. There
were, however, a number of maps that played a significant role in the
development of the Mormon route west during their first year of migration in 1847. The maps by John Charles Frémont and Charles Preuss, S.
Augustus Mitchell, and Lansford Hastings all helped to show them the
way. Even though the T. H. Jefferson map was not available until 1849, it
is also included in this section because it shows nearly the whole route
and was available to later emigrating Mormons.
The first significant map was the Frémont–Preuss Map of 1843.
Lieutenant, and later Captain, John Charles Frémont’s exploration expeditions of 1842 and then 1843–44 resulted in the trail to Oregon being
recorded and mapped from Independence, Missouri, to Oregon. Charles
Preuss served as his cartographer and deserves much of the credit for the
high quality of their maps. Their information was incorporated into
most of the maps that were produced by other cartographers. After each
expedition the results were made public. The 1845 report included a
map of the Valley of the Great Salt Lake. In 1846 a seven-section “Topographical Map of the Road from Missouri to Oregon” was produced and
available. Its scale was ten miles to an inch. Originally it was part of Frémont’s reports to Congress. More than 10,000 copies were printed and
devoured by Congress and the public. Reproductions of these seven-section strip maps may still be purchased today and you can use them as
you follow along the route. The 1843 map was a single large map. Joseph
Smith had a copy of it in Nauvoo, and William Clayton and Brigham
Young had seen it. They were also in the possession of Frémont’s sevensection maps when they left from Winter Quarters in 1847 for their new
promised land. While the Frémont–Preuss maps traced the route on the
south side of the Platte and the Mormons largely followed the north
bank of the river, the maps served as useful references once the Mormon
Pioneers reached Grand Island, where Frémont’s route joined the Platte
River. At Fort Laramie the Mormons crossed the Platte to the south side.
There they joined the established “Oregon Trail,” mapped by Frémont,
and generally followed it to Fort Bridger. At that point the Oregon Trail
turned northwest to head for Fort Hall and then on to Oregon. The
Mormons, however, headed southwest to follow the route proposed by
Hastings and taken in 1846 by some California-bound companies which
included emigrants George Donner, James Reed, Heinrich Lienhard, and
Edwin Bryant.
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Also included are portions of two of Frémont’s section maps and his
map of Salt Lake. The section maps show Frémont’s route from Ash
(Hollow) Creek on map section II where the trail meets the North Fork
after the trail crosses over from the South Platte to Scotts Bluff on map
section III. Scotts Bluff is located about in the middle of the map where
the trail moves away from the river to bypass the bluffs that appear to
come down to touch the river. That portion of the trail also coincides
with the pages from Clayton’s guidebook and the different diary
accounts included later in the book. Look at the corresponding pictorial
section also. The Frémont map of the Great Salt Lake was part of Frémont’s reports to Congress and would also have been available at that
time.
Another important map of 1846 was S. Augustus Mitchell’s “A New
Map of Texas, Oregon and California.” It was available before the outcome of the Mexican War. It is considered to be the most up-to-date
map produced at that time, and it included the most current information based on Frémont’s, Charles Wilkes’s, and William Emory’s works.
The only major area that was lacking in reliable detail was what was
labelled “the Great Interior of California,” or the Great Basin, as we
know it today. There appear to have been two versions of the map produced in 1846. One minor difference is that the earlier edition had a
chart listing Independence as the starting point of the Oregon route,
while the later version had Westport as its beginning. Brigham Young
had a copy of one of Augustus’s maps for reference on his journey west.
Augustus’s book with its folded map was small enough to be carried in a
shirt pocket. This is a close-up of the map showing the section near the
Great Salt Lake. The map shows the main Oregon Trail along the North
Platte, through the South Pass, over the Sublette Cutoff to the Bear River
and up to and along the Snake River. It does not show the trail southwest
of the South Pass to Fort Bridger which the Mormons followed.
The next item shown is the very important Lansford Hastings map
copied by hand by Thomas Bullock, “Clerk of the Camp of Israel.” It was
copied from an original map given to Samuel Brannan and Charles
Smith by Hastings in early 1847 while they were in California before
their return journey to meet the main party of Mormons on their way
west. They met the Mormon Pioneer Company on the Green River east
of Fort Bridger and gave the map and waybill to Brigham Young. The
waybill, originally written by Hastings, is included later in the guidebook
section. While there had been some references to Hastings’s map and
waybill in Thomas Bullock’s journal, they have only recently been
located. While the map is rather crude compared to the maps discussed
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above, it is the first copy of a map that showed the route from Fort
Bridger to the Salt Lake Valley or what we now know as the end of the
Mormon Trail. In recent times this last section of the Mormon Trail has
also been called the Pioneer Trail.
The last map is the T. H. Jefferson map. Jefferson had gone west to
California in 1846 and then returned east in 1849. He produced a foursection map of the route to California called “Map of the Emigrant Road
from Independence, Mo. to St. Francisco, California.” It included the
route to the Great Salt Lake Valley. Only the third section of his map
series is reproduced here. His first two sections are very similar to Frémont’s first four sections. (All four sections of the T. H. Jefferson maps
are reduced and included in my California Trail book, and the reduced
copies of Frémont’s seven-section maps are in my Oregon Trail book.)
Jefferson had been in one of the companies that listened to Hastings’s
advice and took his cutoff southwest from Fort Bridger to the Valley of
the Great Salt Lake and then finally farther west to meet the main California Trail. From Fort Bridger the early emigrant parties followed a
route southwest to Echo Canyon down to the Weber River and Canyon.
The Donner Party followed Hastings’s advice to cut over the Wasatch
Mountains instead of going down the very difficult Weber River Canyon. The Mormon companies followed the tracks left by the Donner
wagons. Jefferson’s map was not available to the first Mormon parties in
1847 and 1848, but it was available to the migrants in 1849.
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WILLIAM CLAYTON—Daughters of Utah Pioneers
During their trek to the Great Salt Lake Valley
he helped in the development of the roadometer which accurately recorded the distance traveled. He was also given the task of writing a
guidebook for future Mormon emigrants. His
guidebook was one of the best available. Pages
from it, as well as from his diary, are found elsewhere in this book.

William Clayton joined the Mormon Church in
1831. While living in Nauvoo he became the
clerk for Joseph Smith. During the exodus from
Nauvoo he served as company clerk. On his
march across Iowa he wrote the words to the
hymn “Come, Come, Ye Saints.” In 1847 he was
again given the task of camp clerk for the Mormon vanguard party leaving Winter Quarters.
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