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Ac k n o w l e d g m e nt s

T

his project has been a long time in the making, and I am happy to have the
opportunity to thank those who have made it possible.
The idea for the causal approach to virtue was born a good few years ago
in my doctoral dissertation on temperance, distilled in the first chapter of
this book. I owe most of all to James Keenan, whose contribution goes well
beyond his wise and skillful supervision of that dissertation. Without his example, mentorship, and friendship, I would not be engaged in theological ethics
today. I could not have wished for better readers and teachers than Stephen
Pope and Jorge Garcia. A special thanks to Dominic Doyle and Edward Vacek
for their help with my licentiate thesis on infused moral virtue, and all my
teachers at Boston College, especially Lisa Cahill, Arthur Madigan, and David
Hollenbach. Thanks also to my fellow doctoral students and friends: Monica, Greg and Kathryn, Amanda, Meghan, Tom and Erin, Richard and Catherine, Scott and Beth, Lila and Liz, Theodora, and many others. I am grateful
to my communities of the last few years: the St. Mary’s Jesuit community at
Boston College, especially Mayflower House; the Jesuit community at Brixton, London; and my current community at Copleston House. The Sacred
Heart community in Edinburgh were wonderful hosts during the summers as
I worked on the book and took the occasional fishing trip! Many Jesuits have
kept me going: Todd Kenny, Frank Clooney, Ross Romero, Tom Regan, Paul
Harman, the late T. Frank Kennedy, Roger Dawson, Damian Howard, David
Smolira, Michael Holman, Dermot Preston, and others. I am sad to have lost
Lucas Chan, a brother Jesuit, a colleague, and a friend. Several others have
kindly read drafts of parts of the book, and their feedback has strengthened
the project: Gerry Hughes, Jim Keenan, Robert Deinhammer, and John Moffat.
Thanks especially to Jack Mahoney for his welcome support and insights. I
was blessed to work with Richard Brown from Georgetown University Press,
whose patient attention to the project has greatly contributed to its final form.
Ann Baker’s skilled copyediting was much appreciated. Several anonymous
reviewers helped me both with their encouragements and their constructive
criticisms. Thanks to the members of the Association of Teachers of Moral
Theology for excellent conversation. Heythrop College has been a wonderful
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place to teach and write theological ethics; thanks especially to Anna Abram,
for her support and friendship, and to my students.
My greatest debt of gratitude is to my family. Thanks to Helen, Neil, and
Paul. Lastly, thanks to my parents, Brian and Janice Austin. I can best offer
my heartfelt thanks to them by repeating a favorite saying of the late Patrick
Purnell, a much-loved novicemaster, to be found in the last sentence of the last
chapter of this book.

