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The Poetry of Rudaki

Devotion to love
What use is facing the house of God, when the heart
Faces Bukhārā and the beauties of Tarāz?
God will accept your devotion to love,
But he will not accept your prayers.

My heart is a grain
Dear heart, why are you so selfish?
Why do you love the enemy in vain?
Why do you seek faith from the unfaithful?
Why do you strike iron that is cold?
And you, whose cheeks are like the lily,
The lily is jealous of your beauty.
Go down this dead-end street just once,
You’ll light a fire under its residents.
My heart is a grain, your love, a mountain.
Why crush the grain under the mountain?
Forgive me dear boy, forgive me.
Don’t needlessly kill a lover like me.
Come now, take a look at Rudaki,
If you want to see a lifeless body walk.
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ﺑﺮﮔﺰﻳﺪﻩ دﻳﻮان رودﮐﯽ

روﯼ ﺑﻪ ﻣﺤﺮاب ﻧﻬﺎدن ﭼﻪ ﺳﻮد
دل ﺑﻪ ﺑﺨﺎرا و ﺑﺘﺎن ﺗﺮاز
اﻳﺰد ﻣﺎ وﺳﻮﺳﮥ ﻋﺎﺷﻘﯽ
از ﺗﻮ ﭘﺬﻳﺮد ،ﻧﭙﺬﻳﺮد ﻧﻤﺎز

دﻻ ﺗﺎ آﯽ هﻤﯽ ﺟﻮﻳﯽ ﻣﻨﯽ را
ﭼﻪ دارﯼ دوﺳﺖ هﺮزﻩ دﺷﻤﻨﯽ را
ﭼﺮا ﺟﻮﻳﯽ وﻓﺎ از ﺑﯽ وﻓﺎﻳﯽ
ﭼﻪ آﻮﺑﯽ ﺑﻴﻬﺪﻩ ﺳﺮد ﺁهﻨﯽ را
اﻳﺎ ﺳﻮﺳﻦ ﺑﻨﺎﮔﻮﺷﯽ آﻪ دارﯼ
ﺑﺮ ﺷﻚ ﺧﻮﻳﺸﺘﻦ هﺮ ﺳﻮﺳﻨﯽ را
ﻳﻜﯽ زﻳﻦ ﺑﺮزن ﻧﺎ راﻩ ﺑﺮﺷﻮ
آﻪ ﺑﺮ ﺁﺗﺶ ﻧﺸﺎﻧﯽ ﺑﺮزﻧﯽ را
دل ﻣﻦ ارزﻧﯽ ،ﻋﺸﻖ ﺗﻮ آﻮهﯽ
ﭼﻪ ﺳﺎﻳﯽ زﻳﺮ آﻮهﯽ ارزﻧﯽ را
ﺑﺒﺨﺸﺎ ،اﯼ ﭘﺴﺮ ،ﺑﺮ ﻣﻦ ﺑﺒﺨﺸﺎ
ﻣﻜﺶ درﻋﺸﻖ ﺧﻴﺮﻩ ﭼﻮن ﻣﻨﯽ را
ﺑﻴﺎ اﻳﻨﻚ ﻧﮕﻪ آﻦ رودآﯽ را
اﮔﺮ ﺑﯽ ﺟﺎن روان ﺧﻮاهﯽ ﺗﻨﯽ را

