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Preface

The present study is based on my doctoral dissertation from the Freie Universität Berlin, which I successfully defended in July 2012. First and foremost, I wish to express my deepest gratitude to my supervisors, Professor
Ulla Haselstein and Professor Maria Macuch. It has been an honour to be
a Ph.D. student under such distinguished professors. I appreciate all their
contributions of time and ideas which made my Ph.D. experience productive and stimulating. Professor Haselstein carefully and patiently went over
my dissertation several times and provided me with remarkably insightful comments. I beneﬁtted greatly from her courses on literary criticism in
the department of graduate studies. Professor Macuch provided me with an
opportunity to beneﬁt from her course on Forugh Farrokhzad. Her several
careful readings of the part on Forugh Farrokhzad and Persian literature,
her extremely helpful suggestions and her unwavering encouragement and
support are greatly appreciated. I am deeply grateful for the excellent example my supervisors as eminent and considerate professors gave me.
I would also like to thank the members of the examining committee
who conducted my viva voce at the John F. Kennedy Institute for North
American Studies, Professor Laura Bieger, Professor Andrew S. Gross and
Professor Sabine Schmidtke, complementing the work of my supervisors. I
wish to thank them for their scrutiny of my thesis and their insightful questions. I feel especially grateful to a dear friend, Professor Sabine Schmidtke,
for her support and encouragement. I should like to thank her for her readiness to help at all possible and impossible times and also for making my stay
in Berlin comfortable and enjoyable. I am particularly indebted to Professor
Dawud Gholamasad and Professor Sieglinde Lemke for their trust and for
making my dream of continuing my education in a distinguished university
possible. Professor Lemke’s initial guidance is acknowledged.
I should also like to acknowledge gratefully the funding source that
made my Ph.D. work possible. I was funded by a generous scholarship
from the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Bonn. I especially wish to thank it for
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its faithful support and for the extremely useful programmes it oﬀers its
Ph.D. students. I extend my grateful thanks to Dr. Ali Asghar Seyed-Gohrab
for carefully reading my manuscript. I should like to thank him for his
unwavering support and encouragement. My gratitude is due to Professor Alireza Korangy and the other anonymous reviewer for their diligent
reading of my manuscript and for supplying me with judicious reviews. I
would like to thank Steve Millier, Shirin Rajavi, Dr. Pouneh Shabani-Jadidi,
and particularly Kate Elliott for reading the whole or parts of my dissertation and for their insightful suggestions. My heartfelt thanks also go to
Russell Harris, whose skillful editing transformed my manuscript into a
readable text. I should also like to express my deep appreciation of the support and encouragement of Andreas Schmidt, Marjan Afsharian, Professor
Sonja Brentjes, Dr. Susanna Brogi, Haida Farkhundeh, Professor Axel Havemann, Dr. Annabel Keeler, Dr. Rita Kuczynski, Professor Setrag Manoukian,
Ali Miransari, Marziyeh Mirkarimi, Ursella Müller, Professor Osman Gazi
Özgüdenli, Professor Nasrollah Pourjavady, Behnaz and Reza Rahimi Bahmany, Professor Ali Ravaghi, Professor Vahid Ravaghi, Manya Saadi-nejad,
Professor Orhan Söylemez, Parvaneh Uroojnia, and Djalil, MohmmadReza and Parviz Bagheri Azarfam, who helped me in diﬀerent ways in the
years I was working on this book.
Finally, my heartfelt gratitude goes to my mother, Soraya Bagheri
Azarfam, for her love and constant encouragement and particularly to my
loving, encouraging, and patient husband, Dr. Reza Pourjavady, who supported me more than anyone else. Thank you for being so patient and selfsacriﬁcing, and always giving me strength and hope. I also thank my son,
Mehran who was born during my Ph.D. programme, for giving me so much
love, hope and happiness.

