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Preface

We did not set out to write a book on the sub-
ject of data information literacy. Our initial 
intent was to explore the educational needs of 
graduate students in working with data and to 
report our findings to the research library com-
munity. When we started our investigations in 
2010, there was a dawning recognition among 
academic librarians that the rising expectations 
for researchers to manage, document, organize, 
disseminate, and preserve their data in ways 
that would contribute to the advancement of 
their fields would require novel educational 
initiatives and programs. More importantly, we 
recognized that this was an area where librar-
ians could potentially make important contri-
butions. At the time, there were only a few ex-
amples of educational programs that addressed 
issues relating to data management and cura-
tion and very little practical guidance on what 
content should be taught. 

Our early investigation into articulating 
“data information literacy,” or DIL as we came 
to call it, was tremendously helpful for us in 
better understanding the needs of faculty and 

students in this space. However, as the needs 
surrounding educational programming on data 
issues became more apparent, the more ques-
tions we had. Based on prior research by a Pur-
due University team the 12 DIL competencies 
helped us to see possibilities for developing 
educational programming, but what would our 
programming actually include, what pedago-
gies could be applied, and what would we as 
librarians be qualified to teach to researchers? 
In short, how could we apply the theoretical 
competencies for DIL in ways that would have 
a real-world impact on students? Thanks to the 
generous support of the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services, we had the opportunity 
to seek answers to these questions through de-
veloping the Data Information Literacy project.

This book contains descriptions of our work 
in carrying out the DIL project, but our goal 
in sharing our findings in this way goes far 
beyond simply reporting our experiences. We 
believe that DIL represents an opportunity to 
leverage the expertise, knowledge, and skill 
sets of librarians and apply them to an area of 
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growing need. Fulfilling this need represents a 
potentially significant advancement for librar-
ians in engaging in both the teaching and re-
search missions of the academy. To further this 
goal, we share our findings and our experiences 
from a practical approach, in ways that will en-
able librarians and other information profes-
sionals to build on our work and to incorporate 
what we have learned into their own DIL pro-
grams as appropriate. It is our sincere hope that 
this book will serve not only as a resource to 
those who seek to develop DIL initiatives and 
programs at their institutions, but as a means 
to further a discussion on the direction of DIL 
and how it could take shape as a component of 
services offered by the library. 
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