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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Chapter 6 Building the Ranch House (Lake House),  Hawkins presented an impressive piece of news to the North Carolina family on January , . To his mother-in-law he wrote: “I am very busy sawing out lumber for her [Ariella’s] Lake Auston House. She is going to put up a large and splendid building and I hope after it is ﬁnished to have you to live with us. I think we will make a pretty place of it.” By March , , J.B. reported to Major Archibald Alston that the framing of the house was up. We will complete the frame of my Lake House this week. It is three stories high with nine rooms and cross passages and galleries all around with a large closet to every room and every room has a ﬁre place. It will be a star house when completed. The sawmill makes lumber very fast. We are up to our shoulders in work with our diﬀerent works to keep them all going as they ought to go. Ariella’s diplomatic husband refers to the house as his wife’s when he writes to her mother, but when he writes Major Arch, it becomes “my Lake House.” J. B. Hawkins selected the location for the house and to a large extent oversaw the construction himself. He had the help of a master carpenter and the skilled craftsmen among the plantation’s slave workforce . He supervised sawing the lumber cut from trees on his own Caney bottom land. The ﬂooring wood in the house was ash. Some of the larger structural supporting timbers still had evidence of the bark. Even today, the marks of an adze are evident on some heavier beams, and nails in use had square heads. The house was certainly made from a detailed plan, but who drew the plan is still a mystery, although there are grounds for speculation. 50 plantation beginnings Possibly the design came from some printed, ready-made plan that skilled carpenters carried with them as part of the tools of their trade. At the time J. B. Hawkins had such a skilled carpenter working for him at Caney. Two years before the start of the Lake House, he wrote from Caney on January , , that he had a ship’s carpenter making a “vessel” for him (probably the schooner grounded in the storm of , as described later in this chapter). J.B. also told Major Arch that he was having a “lot of fun” in a “pretty skiﬀ” that the ship’s carpenter had made for him. At the time of this letter, he was using the skiﬀ to hunt ducks up and down Caney Creek and said they were having them every day for dinner. We do know from other house building in the county that ship’s carpenters were employed in home construction. It was usual for plantations to have resident carpenters, blacksmiths, and brick masons. According to the census of , James B. Hawkins had a carpenter named Nicholas Barr working for him at Caney. Barr was born in France, but he was probably doing routine carpentry on the plantation and was not the special “ship’s carpenter” J.B. mentioned—that carpenter’s work was a piece of news. Nicholas Barr, then, was probably not responsible for the Ranch House, although he may well have worked on it. The Matagorda County census of  lists several carpenters but only two ship’s carpenters. One was John Williams, born in Denmark and listed as a man of ﬁfty in ; he would have been forty-four at the time the Ranch House was started. The other was Conrad Franz, who was twenty-nine years old at the time of the  Census. Details of the construction of the Hawkins Ranch House suggest that a ship’s carpenter could have been instrumental in its design. The third story is held together in a “jib” construction, based on nautical construction methods including the creation of what is called a “pony wall,” allowing openings through it. Evidence of this construction method is that the ﬂoors of the dormer windows are placed about two feet higher than the ﬂoors of the dormered bedrooms themselves. Why the house was built at all and why it was located in the middle of the prairie at the head of Lake Austin are questions never fully explained. Certainly J. B. Hawkins had an interest in creating an icon of his own success and in providing his wife and children... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781623491734
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781623491109
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					879244184
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					272
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-06-14
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	