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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  THE DUTY OF AMERICANS, AT THE PRESENT CRISIS Timothy Dwight NEW-HAVEN I 7 9 8 TIMOTHY DWIGHT (I7p-I8I7). A native of Northampton, Massachusetts , and a Congregational minister, Dwight was regarded in his mature years as the dominant figure in Connecticut's established order . A prodigy as a boy, he is said to have learned the alphabet in one lesson, to have been reading the Bible at four, and to have become familiar with Latin by six. He entered Yale at thirteen, was graduated in I769, and returned as a tutor in I77 I, a position he kept for six years. He left in I777 to serve for two years as chaplain in General S.H. Parson's Connecticut brigade. Politically active, Dwight continued in the ministry and in I783 was ordained pastor of the Greenfield Hill Congregational Church, where he remained for twelve years. He wrote patriotic songs and poems, including a lumbering epic of eleven books in rhymed pentameters, The Conquest of Canaan (I785), which was calculated to give America something comparable to Greece's Iliad and Rome's Aeneid. Dwight's fame, however, came as Ezra Stiles's successor as president of Yale, a position he held from I795 to his death. Yale dates its modern history from Dwight's administration. Stiles disliked Dwight extremely, and his later detractors dubbed him Pope Dwight-while his admirers ranked him just behind St. Paul. A rigid Calvinist and a staunch Federalist, he battled with all his considerable energy against the rising tides of infidelity in religion and democracy in politics. About all that the modern reader will know of Dwight's poetry is the hymn "I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord." The prose exhibited here reflects a far-from-serene Fourth of July in I798, when the Jacobins were seen as threatening the country from all quarters, not least in the form of Jeffersonian Republicans and their atheistic allies. [44.200.197.145] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 16:20 GMT) THE DuTY oF AMERICANs, AT THE PRESENT CRISIS, ILLUSTRATED IN A DISC 0 U R S E, PREACHED ON THE FOURTH OF jULY,. BY THJ: REVJ:IlltlC» TIMOTHY DWIGHT. D.D. PRESIDENT OF YALE-COLLEGE; AT THE REQ,!JEST Oi" THlt Citizens of New-Haven. NEW-HAVEN; PRINTED BY THOMAS AND SAMUEL GREEN: 1798· 
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