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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  14 JOHN FENSTERMAKER ernesT HeMIngWaY, 1917–1918 First Work, First War John Fenstermaker First Work: kansas City star Ernest Hemingway, confident of a job through the auspices of his Uncle Tyler, arrived in Kansas City on October 15, 1917, at the age of eighteen years and three months. A worthy Oak Park son, he was respectful, responsible , eager, and ambitious. Moreover, he was a wit, a quick study, a lively talker. C. G. “Pete” Wellington, his supervisor at the Kansas City Star, sometimes railed against his cub reporter’s tendency to abandon his post, jumping into squad cars or ambulances—against long odds—expectant of some especially newsworthy event. But Wellington also remembered Hemingway as a “good-natured boy,” who “developed a friendship with all . . . staff with whom he came in contact.” Wilson Hicks, later executive editor at Life, remarked a dutifulness in Hemingway that was always imperiled by his irrepressible sense of humor: “Ernest was conscientious about his work, but he would also come back from a story laughing about the people involved, and characterizing them in ways he could not write in the paper” (Fenton 36). Kansas City’s population exploded from 2,500 in the 1850s to 300,000 in 1917. The Star began publishing in September 1880, and by the second decade of the new century, it was one of the country’s premier newspapers, claiming in 1915 a circulation of two-hundred thousand and daily reader14 ERNEST HEMINGWAY, 1917–1918 15 ship by thirty thousand of the area’s “best people”—defined by Star editors as schoolteachers and preachers (“Star History”). Hemingway reported to the Star at 18th Street and Grand Avenue the morning of October 17. By this time, the front page of the Times and the Star carried each day the general war news. The newsroom was disrupted by enlistments and the draft left thirty-year-old Wellington essentially managing editor with plenty of work for a new reporter. Wellington’s bible was the Star Copy Style Sheet. The first few of the 110 “dos and don’ts” remained constant through numerous iterations and set a tone: “Use short sentences. Use short first paragraphs. Use vigorous English. Be positive, not negative.” Wellington was unwaveringly committed to a crisp, declarative, colloquial style. He encouraged dialogue, emphasizing immediacy, accuracy, and authenticity, and he appreciated using narrative to enhance simple factual reporting (Fenton 31). The Star published the morning Times in four editions and the evening Star in five. Cub reporter Hemingway’s assigned “run” included the police station at 19th and Baltimore; Union Station at Pershing Road and Main Street; the General Hospital at 24th and Cherry, up the hill from Union Station; and in the Star headquarters, the city room on the second floor— a large open area filled with continually jangling phones and desks and typewriters marked by hard use, some shared by the newest staff or those working in day/night tandems. Through police contacts at each base, Hemingway varied his coverage from crime, accidents, and contagious diseases to information useful in developing impromptu interviews with traveling notables at the train station. Additionally, the young reporter savored the illicit and illegal. He extended his police station coverage to the stockyards, the Missouri River, and the railway yards. He talked with regulars in pool halls, dance palaces, and eateries habituated by prostitutes, drug dealers, and sexual deviants—developing, for a time, a particular interest in the argot of homosexual males: e.g., “five-fingered sex with your old mother” (Griffin 40). At Union Station, Hemingway interviewed a number of important persons, including government officials (perhaps even President Wilson’s Vice President Fairbanks), sports figures (Jess Willard, Grover Cleveland Alexander), various military officers, and movie star Mae Marsh. The “interview ” with the last, wholly imaginary and, therefore, never reported to the paper—nevertheless produced a minor furor, as Hemingway spoke for [54.92.194.96] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 09:26 GMT) 16 JOHN FENSTERMAKER months to gullible family members (principally, older sister Marcelline) and friends of a romantic attraction between himself and the Hollywood beauty, whom he had seen in Birth of a Nation in 1915. While Wellington and the Style Sheet provided Hemingway’s most direct writing instruction, he studied and interacted with the veteran reporters , including Lionel Calhoun Moise, a newspaperman already a bit of a legend at twenty-six. Moise’s personal excesses as a drinker, brawler, and womanizer would have been sufficiently off-putting for almost anyone, if... 
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