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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  MEMORY, CONTEMPLATION, RETROSPECTION, AND DEATH MARY MERIAM A Tragedy of Flowers She says she is my mother, I’m her daughter. I take a photo of her by the water, blueberry picking, and her smile flowers. But she abandons me in darker hours, and so I search in the surrounding fields for any mother-love the landscape yields. There is a farmer with his summer yields. I visit him as if I were his daughter then nestle in the hollows of his fields beside a tiny trickling stream of water, and I weep there long and hard for hours, twisting chains and whistles out of flowers. There is a garden of my mother’s flowers. I wonder if the fragrances it yields will tranquilize my mind for all the hours I have left to be my mother’s daughter; or should I cross the muddy river water or turn around and traipse the same old fields. A herd of deer is bounding through the fields, fleeing afraid, although I offered flowers. They vanish in a hurricane of water, and nothing in the sad sky-weeping yields to prayers and wishes from a boggy daughter. How much longer, harder, are the hours. A storm’s been threatening in the east for hours and now I see it move across the fields. It slashes lightning near the house’s daughter, my porthole’s thunderstorm advances, flowers, retreats, the way my mother never yields a drop from all her barrels full of water. My mother’s flowers drink her howling water. She caters to the flowers’ needs for hours. The creeper weaves, the blossom bends and yields, and all around my mother’s garden, fields the farmer plows bow neatly to her flowers. I wonder if she notices her daughter, or if her daughter is a boat of water sinking for hours or a clutch of flowers strewing the fields until the tempest yields. ... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781611685305
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781611686371
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					870892761
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					200
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-04-30
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	