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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  v Foreword We all come from one East Liberty or another. It’s a familiar place that gets richer as time moves on, a place that memory fashions out of fact and fantasy , out of what was and what should have been, where imagination takes what once was real and weaves it into something that’s useful. The pieces of our personal history that come from such places become the building blocks of personality, and for the fiction writer, that past becomes a playground out of which stories, often better than the histories, are spun. Joseph Bathanti’s East Liberty lies in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, an area of the city that housed Italians and blacks during the 1960s—when the Pittsburgh Pirates were baseball’s world champs, when everyone is singing the songs from the film West Side Story, when nuns are the queens of corporal punishment and single-parent families are rare. The narrator, Roberto Renzo, describes himself as “a boy who has always said he will marry his mother.” He lives with the fear that his mother, whom he refers to—at her insistence—as Francene, will never return whenever she leaves him, sometimes with her parents, Italian immigrants from Naples, sometimes with friends he calls uncle and aunt. Mothers have never fared well in an American literature crowded by male writers who turn into or against their traditional macho fathers as they find their ways from boys to men. It seems that the only writers who have acknowledged the power their mothers have had in shaping their manhood are Italian Americans such as Mario Puzo, who in his The Fortunate Pilgrim (1964), set the groundwork for his accepted American classic The Godfather (1969) by turning Lucia Santa, the mother figure of his earlier novel, into Don Vito Corleone; Robert Ferro, with his The Family of Max Desir (1984) sets the mother figure as the center of all the novel’s relationships. vi Robert Viscusi in his American Book Award–winning novel Astoria (1995) uncovered the center of the Italian American mother–son relationship that makes a man want to protect his mother from all harm and believe that he can even protect her from death—and if he doesn’t, he’s a failure. Viscusi revealed a dynamic central to understanding a weakness inherent in the mother–son relationship. That weakness is the unacknowledged pact between mother and son in which a mother acquires the son’s protection by bartering her ability to deflect and absorb many of the feelings that assault the young boy. In exchange for this care, the mother expects nothing less than total loyalty from her son. Bathanti’s mother/son story marks the evolution of this new sense of masculinity that challenges those crafted by the likes of Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner and Norman Mailer. Bathanti has created a prototype for the powerful woman, who is determined to live her own life and raise her son in her own, unique way. Bobby’s father is a vague memory that reappears in times when a hero is needed. Sometimes the young boy is confused about the men in his mother ’s life, and wonders if some of them are, in fact, his father. Without a father, Bobby turns to his grandparents for help in understanding the world he is entering; the trouble is that his grandparents are both stuck in their Old World ways, and do more to frighten than to enlighten the young boy. Nonna, her head wrapped in a black kerchief, speaks no English and warns him not to go near her steamer trunk filled with the bones of her ancestors who will drag him in. Through breath of chewed garlic and parsley, she teaches him about Spacaluccio, a monster that grabs kids who wander too far from home. Grandpa, who reeks of DiNobili cigars and homemade wine, feeds him pig’s ears and eyes, and expects him to drink wine with his meals. Francene filters the grandparents’ Old World ways by telling Bobby that Spacaluccio is a make believe, a legend that takes on the identity of the latest immigrant tragedy: a construction worker buried in concrete, or a cuckolded soldier. “Francene declares Spacaluccio just a story made up by crazy Italians to scare their children. They are in love with misery. It is their genius, and out of it they conjure a monster. They really are the monsters. East Liberty is a monster. Its enemy is happiness; it eats children... 
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