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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Foreword Reynolds Farley THIRTY-FIVE YEARS ago no political observer or social scientist predicted that the population of the United States would grow rapidly because of increased immigration, nor that the nation's social and economic structure would change due to the arrival of millions of people from countries around the world. Most demographers agreed that the massive flow of immigrants into this country during the first two decades of this century had ended with the restrictive laws of the 1920s (except for a few groups allowed to enter as a consequence of World War II), but the unforeseen occurred. The United States now receives near record numbers of legal immigrants each year, and the secondgeneration population-those born in the United States with one or both parents born abroad-is now larger than ever before. Among economically developed nations, only Canada and Australia rival the United States in terms of the contribution immigration makes to population change. Only economic growth will be more significant than immigration in shaping social and political trends in the United States during the early decades of the twentieth first century. In times of prosperity, employers will successfully lobby for liberal admission policies while in times of labor surplus, efforrs to curtail immigration will continue to percolate. At all times, those who celebrate the importance of past immigration and current cultural heterogeneity will disagree with those who see immigrants as a threat to American values and culture. The appeal of the United States as a destination for immigrants-especially from Mexico, Latin America, and Asia-is so firmly established that dramatic changes will be required to reduce immigration significantly below the current level of more than one million people who arrive in this country annually. The political and scholarly debate about immigration will focus around several issues of major importance, with far-reaching implications for the country. In this volume, Charles Hirschman, Philip Kasinitz, and Josh DeWmd have recruited the nation's leading immigration scholars to summarize what is known and what still needs to be investigated about the following questions: • How does immigration contribute to the nation's economic growth and prosperity? Do immigrants bring necessary skills-and strong backs-to the country, so that their presence leads to higher rates of economic growth and, thereby, to better employment opportunities and larger earnings for most Americans? Or is the contribution of immigration to economic growth a modest one? • To what extent do immigrants compete with nativeborn workers for jobs and thus dampen wage increases and raise unemployment rates among the native population ? Are some groups of native-born residents, such as those with limited educational attainments, at risk of job loss in times of high immigration? • How does immigration influence the internal migration of native-born individuals? In other words, does the fact that a high proportion of first generation immigrants settle in just a few ports of entry trigger an out-migration of native-born competitors? Or does the presence oflarge numbers ofimmigrants stimulate economic growth so that the native-born remain where they live while immigrants move there? Does a certain density of non-white immigrants or nonEnglish speakers make a place unappealing to nativeborn persons? • How do immigrants contribute to the financing of local , state, and federal governments, and what costs do they impose upon taxpayers? How much does the estimate ofcontributions and costs change when not only first-generation immigrants are considered but also the contributions and costs of the second and even the third generations? • What is the social and economic trajectory for today's second-generation immigrants? Today's stream of immigrants differs from earlier flows due to the wide range of their educational achievements. Many immigrants , especially those from the Caribbean, Mexico, and Central America, report few years of schooling, but another large fraction, particularly those from Asia and Africa, report much higher levels of education. xii Foreword Will the children of less-educated immigrants remain toward the bottom of the occupational ladder while children born to highly-educated immigrants prosper? Does this imply that immigration leads to greater economic polarization? • How will immigration affect the nation's political system and its political parties? Immigrants and their children played a crucial role in developing and shaping the major political parties and provided both the candidates and votes that sustained the New Deal and its successors. What will happen when today's immigrants and their children start to play a much larger role in the political process than... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781610442893
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780871542441
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					794701236
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					508
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-02-08
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			1999

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	