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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  C hapter 6 The End of a Crusade, 1951–1953 T h e r i s i n g d o m e s t ic a n d international backlash against the Genocide Convention and the human rights covenant soon forced Presidents Harry S. Truman and Dwight D. Eisenhower to change policy at the United Nations. The victorious struggle against the convention waged by conservative senators and leaders of the American Bar Association had generated the publicity, legal arguments, and political connections that they now used to attack the human rights covenant. By asserting that the covenant and other United Nations agreements could invalidate parts of the U.S. Constitution, abolish federalism by creating a centralized national government, and transport socialism to American shores, this coalition , led by Senator John Bricker (R-OH), battled for a constitutional amendment to limit the internal power of all treaties. State Department officials, growing increasingly anxious, tried to blunt such criticism by advancing proposals in the United Nations Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR) to protect states’ rights and strike all references to economic and social guarantees. UNCHR members, though, not only rejected the American proposals, but also added an expansive article on selfdetermination , attached a long list of economic guarantees, and omitted a federal-state article. Truman and Eleanor Roosevelt left office with U.S. human rights policy in shambles, a UNCHR polarized along East-West and North-South lines, and a hostile Senate on the verge of approving a constitutional amendment to repudiate their human rights proposals. It was an inglorious and bitter end for both policymakers, one who had championed American membership in the United Nations, and the other The End of a Crusade, 1951–1953 211 who had served for five years as the inaugural chair of the first ever global human rights commission. To thwart passage of a constitutional amendment that he believed would cripple the president’s powers in foreign affairs, incoming President Dwight D. Eisenhower radically altered American human rights policy. He and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles proposed to replace the treaty- based program of their predecessors with an “Action Program,” which would restrict the UNCHR’s work to educating and advising governments on human rights issues. To deflect foreign criticism of this proposal and diminish support for Bricker’s amendment, Eisenhower, Dulles, and U.N. Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge launched a propaganda offensive at the United Nations to highlight the woeful human rights records of Communist nations. Eisenhower’s substitute recommendations, though, met with disdain in the UNCHR. American withdrawal from the treaty-drafting process helped to create deadlock in the commission; the body would debate the covenants aimlessly for 13 more years. Another consequence would be the reluctance of future presidents to submit human rights treaties , including the Genocide Convention, for Senate consideration. Without having ratified the basic legal instruments that defined international human rights law, Washington’s Cold War–tinged human rights rhetoric often sounded hypocritical, hollow, and opportunistic. John Foster Dulles himself had traveled the trajectory from Wilsonian idealist to nationalistic Cold Warrior, and his evolution provides a window into a changing domestic political climate. His Presbyterian-infused worldview led him to fight during World War II for causes related to universal justice, a recognition of human rights, and a United Nations that had the power to enforce peace between countries. Lobbying for such principles on behalf of the Federal Council of Churches raised Dulles’s stature enough to secure an invitation as a delegate to the San Francisco Conference. It was in dealing with the practical application of theological principles that his more narrow, nationalistic views emerged. He fought for a strong domestic jurisdiction clause and a weak full employment requirement in the U.N. Charter, for example. When a friend questioned Dulles about the gap between his theological exhortations and his positions in San Francisco, he replied, “one who has official responsibility must conduct himself somewhat differently than one who, as a private citizen, stands on the side-lines giving advice.”1 The developing Cold War only sharpened his situational distinction between “proper” U.N. activities such as peacemaking and intrusive acts that were contrary to state sovereignty, such as going beyond promoting [54.226.44.255] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 09:26 GMT) 212 A M O S T U N C E R T A I N C R U S A D E human rights (as in the Universal Declaration) and into their enforcement (as... 
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