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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  CHAPTER 8 THE PHARISEES AND THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS James C. VanderKam 225 The Dead Sea Scrolls are rightly celebrated as firsthand witnesses to the ways and thoughts of a Second Temple Jewish group, as pristine texts not overlaid with editorial accretions from later ages. Among the invaluable disclosures of the Qumran texts has been information about the controversies waged by the group and their attitudes toward opponents who disputed their understanding of God’s revelations. Modern readers are naturally interested in knowing more about these controversies and those involved in them, but when they turn to the texts with such questions in mind they are typically frustrated. The writers of the scrolls rarely divulge specific data about an opponent, preferring to label them with insulting names rather than historically recognizable ones. This problem has been at the heart of the debate whether the scrolls deal with the Pharisees. The name Pharisee does not occur in the scrolls. Nevertheless, there is good reason to expect they are present in them: not only were Pharisees prominent contemporaries of the Qumran community, they were also interested in the sorts of issues that engaged the covenanters. Do the Dead Sea Scrolls tell us about the Pharisees? If so, what do they tell us about them? This chapter falls into two parts. The first surveys and discusses the evidence that allows us to say the Pharisees do play a role in the scrolls; the second assembles passages that give a broader picture of the Pharisees as the writers of the scrolls saw them. “THOSE WHO SEEK SMOOTH THINGS” AS PHARISEES There is a venerable tradition among scholars of the scrolls that “those who seek smooth things [twqljh yçrwd]” are Pharisees and that 226 JAMES C. VANDERKAM the word twqlj is a play on twklh, which is supposed to be a Pharisaic term for legal positions.1 Although the hypothesis was stated before John Allegro published Pesher Nahum (4Q169), the occurrences of the expression in the commentary on the prophecy provide, according to many scholars, the decisive data for the conclusion.2 The next paragraphs review the occurrences of the epithet “those who seek smooth things,” ending with those in Pesher Nahum. The data from these texts will then be compared with Josephus’s narratives about Alexander Jannaeus, Alexandra, and the Pharisees. The review will show that “those who seek smooth things” are indeed Pharisees. Occurrences The first word in the construct phrase twqljh yçrwd designates individuals who search; the searching could be studying or investigating the Scriptures. The second word means “smooth,” and it can have a negative connotation when describing words or speech (see Prov 26:28; Dan 11:32).3 The epithet may refer to people who are trying to flatter , but also to someone looking for easy interpretations, rather than the full and perhaps more rigorous meaning of a law.4 The phrase those who seek smooth things appears (with slight variations ) in five texts found at Qumran. Damascus Document After God raised up the Teacher for the community, an opponent of the new group and its leader came on the scene: [T]he Scoffer [˜wxlh çya] arose who shed over Israel the waters of lies. He caused them to wander in a pathless wilderness, laying low the everlasting heights, abolishing the ways of righteousness and removing the boundary with which the forefathers had marked out their inheritance , that he might call down on them the curses of His Covenant and deliver them up to the avenging sword of His Covenant. For they sought smooth things [twqljb wçrd] and preferred illusions (Isa. xxx, 10) and they watched for breaks (Isa. xxx, 13) and chose the fair neck; and they justified the wicked and condemned the just, and they transgressed the Covenant and violated the Precept. They banded together against the life of the righteous (Ps. xciv, 21) and loathed all who [50.19.159.160] Project MUSE (2024-04-04 10:56 GMT) THE PHARISEES AND THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS 227 walked in perfection; they pursued them with the sword and exulted in the strife of the people. And the anger of God was kindled against their congregation [µtd[b] so that He ravaged all their multitude; and their deeds were defilement before Him. (CD 1.14–2.1)5 The author of the Damascus Document accused the Scoffer of misleading a congregation into violating the covenant. Their pursuit of “smooth things” is just one in a catalog... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781602580299
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781481301190, 9781481314657, 9781932792720
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					560588367
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					522
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2011

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	