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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  BOOK THREE THE ONLY QUESTION Text of Aristotle: “But it is not possible for the genus taken apart from its species (any more than for the species of the genus) to be predicated of its proper differentiae.” (Metaphysics III, ch. 3, 998b 25-26) Is the genus predicated “per se” of its proper difference?1 [Arguments Pro and Con] 1 [1] That it is: Man is per se rational [which is a proper difference]; therefore, what is rational per se is a man [a species]; hence, what is rational per se is an animal [i.e. a genus]. Proof of the first implication [i.e. that what is rational per se is a man]. The converse of a necessary proposition is a necessary proposition; therefore, the converse of a per se proposition is a per se proposition. Proof of the last implication [i.e. what is rational per se is an animal]: Because man includes animal per se. 2 Also, man per se is an animal; and man per se is rational; therefore, [what is rational per se is an animal]. Proof of the implication: As a necessary conclusion follows from necessary premises, so a per se conclusion follows from per se premises. 3 Also, Bk. VII of this work,2 when something is predicated of something according to the first mode of per se predication, one thing is predicated of another in the abstract; therefore, these statements are true: “Humanity is rationality” and “Humanity is animality.” Therefore, it follows that “Rationality is animality” and then the concrete [i.e. what is animal] is [predicated] of the concrete [what is rational] in the first mode of per se predication. 1 Cf. Duns Scotus, Porph. q. 16. 2 Aristotle, Metaphysics VII, ch. 12, 1037b 30-1038a 35. 248 THE METAPHYSICS OF JOHN DUNS SCOTUS 4 Also, in an essential predication, the predicate pertains to the notion of the subject; but in Bk. V of this work, in the chapter ‘On the Element’,3 it says that “where the difference is present, the genus accompanies it.” 5 Also, if it were predicated accidentally of the difference, it would be also predicated accidentally of the species. — Proof: for when anything is predicated of something accidentally, it is predicated accidentally of everything which is understood to be formally under that notion; but the species is understood to be formally under the notion of the difference; therefore, etc. 6 [2] To the contrary: If the genus were [predicated per se], then one animal would be many animals,4 because if the genus is in the notion of the difference , and animal is given in the definition with the difference, then either the same animal would be implied through the genus and also through the difference, and there will be a redundancy, because you give the notion of animal for animal; [where] animal is an animated sensible substance, and the notion of rational for rational, and the redundancy will be evident. If there is another animal, then man will be two animals. [I.—TO THE QUESTION] 7 To this Avicenna replies in Bk. V of his Metaphysics ch. 3,5 that although the genus and the difference are predicated of the whole per se, they do not signify the whole per se, but the genus signifies the material aspect, and the difference the formal aspect; but both signify a part of the species after the manner of a whole, and as the material lies outside the formal, so the concept of the genus is outside that of the difference. 3 Aristotle, Metaphysics V, ch. 3, 1014b 12-13. 4 Cf. Aristotle, Topics VI, ch. 6, 144a 36-37. 5 Avicenna, Metaphysica V, ch. 3, AviL 250-253. [52.54.220.31] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 01:45 GMT) BOOK III ONLY QUESTION 249 [II.—REPLY TO THE INITIAL ARGUMENTS] 8 To the first,6 the first conversion [i.e. man is per se rational, therefore what is rational per se is a man] is invalid, but there is a fallacy of the consequent. Why? Because the higher [i.e. more comprehensive] notion [i.e. rational] does not have any reason why the lower [i.e. man] is in it. For in a subject there can be a reason why the predicate inheres in it, whereas there is no reason in the predicate why the subject inheres in it.—As for the proof, the inference is not valid, because the antecedent cannot be true necessarily , unless... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781576592649
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781576591604
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					821738526
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					602
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-09-21
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	