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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  259 The Rest of the Tragic Story of Hugh D. Spencer Miss Lillie Was a Rover HUGH D. SPENCER was the district attorney who prosecuted Beech Epting and John Beal Sneed for the murder of Al Boyce, Jr. The Epting trial began on January 4, 1913. Some seven years later almost to the day—January 5, 1920—Hugh Spencer was a central figure in another sensational murder trial, this time in Decatur, Texas. The local newspaper, the Wise County Messenger, called the trial “one of the strangest in the annals of criminal jurisprudence.”1 It certainly lived up to its billing. Although John Beal Sneed had no direct connection with the 1920 Decatur killing and its resulting murder trial, nevertheless the bizarre story of that killing and the murder trial begs to be told as a part of—and not merely as a footnote to—the equally bizarre Sneed story. While Spencer played a role in each, that was only the beginning of the similarities. The killings, the murder trials, the reactions of the jurors as well as the mind-set of the society of that time and place were almost a mirror image of each other. Eerily enough, the killing in the Decatur case was an identical twin, factually, to the assassination of Al Boyce, Jr.: a killer who fired three shots into his unsuspecting victim; a killer who readily admitted that he shot his victim with intent to kill; a killer who never denied that he shot his victim without a warning and without giving him a chance to defend himself; and a killer who was immediately identified and arrested. Even though the facts of the Decatur case tracked the Sneed case insofar as the assassination of the victim was concerned, there were A P P E N D I X O N E 260 V E N G E A N C E I S M I N E three significant differences. First, the Decatur killer admitted that prior to the execution, he had never seen, and did not know, his victim. Second, the killer’s wife—with whom the killer assumed that the intended victim was having a torrid love affair—did not know, nor had she ever even seen her suspected lover. Finally, although Hugh Spencer was a central figure in the Decatur murder trial, he was neither the prosecutor, nor the defense attorney, nor the defendant , nor a witness in that case. Hugh D. Spencer was the victim. There was yet another connection between the tragic tale of Hugh Spencer and the Beal Sneed story. Spencer’s downward spiral began shortly after the 1913 Vernon murder trial of Sneed. When Spencer prosecuted the Vernon murder trial of Sneed in February 1913, the handsome thirty-eight-year-old bachelor was a bright and fast-rising star in the Texas Panhandle legal fraternity, serving his third two-year term as district attorney of the sprawling, ten-county Forty-Sixth Judicial District of Texas. His hometown newspaper described Spencer as being “pleasant, affable, and accommodating to the extreme, willing to do anything for his friends.” 2 Never in his wildest imagination could Hugh Spencer have envisioned what a terrible and unlikely fate would befall him before the year of 1913 came to an end. 
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