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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Chapter 2 Atlantic World Bonds and Backcountry settlers The heartland of Presbyterianism in colonial North Carolina was the central portion of the present state, a broad swath of gently rolling upland running diagonally from northeast to southwest. from its eastern boundary beginning at the fall line some 125 to 150 miles from the coast, the Piedmont plateau extends westward to the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, encompassing 35 percent of the state’s land mass. Currently, this central region comprises forty-one counties and parts of counties, as well as the bulk of the state’s population and most of the state’s larger cities. During the eighteenth century the colony’s population grew from about 35,000 in 1730 to around 250,000 by the 1770s, with much of the settlement occurring in this initially isolated part of the colony commonly called the back country. from its first european settlers through the mid-nineteenth century, self-sufficient farming predominated in the region, though not always successfully. frontier unrest flashed in the Regulator controversy, while broader political issues arose with the American Revolution, two movements in which the Presbyterians of the Piedmont were intimately involved. Scots-Irish Immigration Into this inviting area in the early eighteenth century came a diversity of european groups, including Reformed and lutheran Germans, Moravians, and some english Quakers. The most numerous, however, were the Presbyterians from the northern part of Ireland (commonly referred to as Ulster). These Ulster Presbyterians shared the Westminster Confession and the Presbyterian form of church governance with their kinsmen in scotland. There was, however, an important difference between the two groups. Presbyterianism in scotland, in the Atlantic World Bonds and Backcountry settlers 32 form of the Church of scotland, had been the officially sanctioned faith since 1690; its ministers enjoyed state support and were allowed by law to fulfill all ministerial functions, and its adherents were free not only to worship, but also to serve in government and the military. similarly, the compulsory tithes in theory paid by all subjects in scotland were for the support of Presbyterianism, not its historical rival, episcopalianism. such was not the case with their coreligionists across the Irish sea. Presbyterians in Ireland were mostly descendants of the Ulster Plantation of the early seventeenth century, the scheme of King James I of england (who was also King James vI of scotland) to replace the indigenous and chronically rebellious Roman Catholic landowners with what he hoped would be less troublesome Protestants from scotland. Here, as throughout Ireland, the established church was the Church of england (or Church of Ireland, as it came to be called there). Presbyterians in Ireland, along with Roman Catholics, suffered under various restrictions; for example, marriages performed by their clerics were not lawfully valid (which meant that couples joined in matrimony by a Presbyterian minister were technically fornicators and their children bastards, who were thereby barred from inheriting land). Additionally, after 1704 the Test Act required all holders of civil and military office to take Communion according to the usage of the Church of Ireland, which Presbyterians refused to do. The Test Act remained on the statute books for years to come, but with the accession of the first of the Hanoverians, George I, in 1714, the act was enforced with sharply diminishing rigor. As in scotland, Presbyterianism in eighteenth-century Ulster was divided between “subscribers,” who believed that before receiving ordination ministers should be required to affirm publicly the tenets of the faith as set forth in the Westminster Confession of faith, and “Nonsubscribers,” who thought the contrary. Another fissure developed in Presbyterianism between the more traditionally Calvinistic “old lights,” and those less wedded to creedal and confessional formulations and more open to direct inspiration of the Holy spirit, the “New lights.” Tens of thousands of men, women, and children emigrated from the British Isles to America during the colonial era, underscoring again their submersion in an Atlantic world of assumptions, rituals, and habits. Generations of historians have debated motivations for successive waves of this transatlantic migration , with interpretations emphasizing at various times a desire to live free from tyrannical government, a craving to worship according to the dictates of conscience, hunger for land, lack of employment, and crop failures, among oth- [54.86.132.143] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 21:08 GMT) 33 Atlantic World Bonds and Backcountry settlers ers. Individual motivations were undoubtedly an amalgam difficult even for the immigrants themselves to comprehend fully. Not all of the... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781572338845
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781572338494
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					797833953
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					271
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-06-26
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2012

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	