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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  ===============5=============== SIGNING In signing, gestures and movements of the hands, known as signs, carry linguistic information much as words do in spoken language. This chapter considers some linguistic and psychological aspects of signing, with particular interest in those features which have relevance to the total communication approach to language development and to education. It deals with signing in its own right as language but also in association with spoken (or written) language. For simplicity , these are explained in relation to English unless specifically indicated. Signing will be described in three broad linguistic categories : sign language, as an independent language form; the blending of sign language and English, as Sign-English; and signed English systems for representing in manual form the syntax of English. SIGN LANGUAGE In sign language, manual gestures, together with bodily and facial cues, form signs which have meaning in themselves and are ordered according to their own syntactic rules. Sign language has been said to be the primary language used for communication among deaf people (Siple, 1978). Indeed, American Sign Language (also referred to as ASL or Sign) has been reported to be the fourth most common language in use in the United States (Mayberry , 1978). As there are many spoken languages, so there are many sign languages in use by deaf people in different countries. There are also regional and local variations in sign languages. Spoken language and sign language differ in the way in which they are produced and perceived. In spoken language , words are articulated through voice by one person Signing 57 / I ~ ~I~ I 10 Un (/1. /; . 1 /c,~merican . , ~ - ,~ Danish ~ Sign Language British Sign Language Sign Language Figure 10. Signs for MOTHER in three sign languages and normally received through hearing by another person. In sign language, signs are produced on the hands of the sender and received through vision by the receiver. Research into sign language and its use has been motivated largely by the questions, To what extent do spoken language and sign language have different properties which are dependent upon modality, and to what extent do they share properties which are independent of modality? With these questions in mind, some findings can be examined from research into the linguistic structure and psychological aspects of perception and acquisition of sign language. The linguistic study of sign language had its foundation in the pioneering work of Dr. William Stokoe at Gallaudet College in the late 1950s. Since that time, linguists and psychologists have taken an increasing interest in American Sign Language. In the 1970s, research also developed into signing and sign languages in use in other countries, including Israel (Namir and Schlesinger, 1978), Sweden (Bergman, 1979), Denmark (Hansen, 1980) and Great Britain (Brennan and Hayhurst, 1980). The study of American Sign Language has provided information on its linguistic structure at levels corresponding broadly to the phonological , lexical, and syntactic levels of spoken language. At the "phonological" level, signs are made up of parts which combine to give the meaning. This might be understood better by referring to the phonological elements of [54.161.200.237] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 00:39 GMT) 58 Total Communication speech sounds. With the advent in the 1950s of what was termed transformational or generative grammar, a "generative phonology" approach was evolved to describe language . An important aspect of this approach was the use of features, the breaking down of speech sounds into their various parts. Ingram (1976) clearly explained this: for example , [pI is a stop sound, is labial, and is unvoiced; whereas [v] is a fricative sound, is labiodental, and is voiced. Stokoe (1960) discovered that the manual components of signs can be divided into parts. He first suggested that each sign has three features, or aspects, from which it can be described. These features or aspects are the location in space where the sign is made in relation to the signer, the hand shape (or hand shapes) used, and the movement involved in making the sign. Stokoe used the terms tab, dez, and sig for these aspects of the production of signs. Figure 11. Two signs which are identical in location and movement, but differ in hand shape CHINESE Figure 12. Two signs which are identical in hand shape and movement, but differ in location Signing 59 Figure 13. Two signs which are identical in location and hand shape, but differ in movement Stokoe (1978) has identified a total of fifty-five such aspects -twelve of place, twenty-one of hand shape... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781563685194
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780913580752, 9781563683466
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					43475866
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					176
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-02-08
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			1982

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	